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EXTREME 

STANDARDS 

HELMETS 


MOTOGP INSPIRED 


K-3SV: THE NEW-GENERATION 
HELMET FOR EVERY GENERATION. 
FROM YOUNG RACE ENTHUSIASTS 
TO EXPERIENCED RIDERS 
LOOKING FOR COMFORT AND 
PERFORMANCE, 


INCREASED PERIPHERAL VISION 
Bide vision Is greater than on 
traditional GT helmets thanks to the 
V specially-shaped bottom profile of 
the aperture, greatly enhancing 
SiL active safety. 


SAFETY AND COMFORT 
The K-3 SV has been • 

designed using , 

Finite Elements Method * 

(FEM) analysis, which « 

makes it possible to * 

* 

perform crash test « 

and helmet strength * 

simulations. The • 

high-impacl-resistant Y 

thermoplastic resin iHiR- • 
TH) outer shell is offered in 
2 sizes, while the expanded 
polystyrene (EPSJ inner shell, 
which deploys four different 
densities of foam in a muLli-zone 
configuration, comes in 4 sizes. 


( SIZE C OUNTS MAXlim 
PROTECTION WITH 
MINIMUM BULK 
In Line with our AGV 
Extreme Standards, 
the helmet's structural 
elements have been 
designed to obtain 
the high performance we 
set out to achieve while 
keeping size and weight to 
a minimum. As a result, the 
^ whole hel m et is Ug hter and 
more compact despite offering 
substantially improved protection, 
ergonomics and comfort. Whafs 
more, it's also much less prone to 
buffeting from side winds. 
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THE NEXT 
GENERATION 

SR4 JEANS 
LIGHTWEIGHT HIGH 
SPEED PROTECTION 

THE LATEST - 

SUPER STRONG iflHM 

MOTORCYCLE 
JEANS 


FOR MORi TECHNffiA*. WFO VISIT: 

WWW.BULL-IT.COM 

Distributed by; 

Cassons Pty Ltd - AUSTRALIA 
P; +61(0)2 8882 1900 F; +61(0)2 8882 1999 
E: enquiries@cassons.CQm.au 
W: www.cassons.com.au 


ABRASION 

RESISTANT 


RATED TO 4 SECONDS 
WHEN TESTED TO CE 13595-2 


• High Cut Resistance 

• Thermal Barrier 

• Triple Stitched seams 

• Armour Pockets 

• Water repellent 

• Breathable 

• Anti UV 

• Mens & Ladies Sizes Available 

• Extra Long Fitting Available 

• $1 99.95 rrp inc. gst 
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mv3gusba.conn.au 

EAS - ELECTRONIC ASSISTED SHIFT | MVJCS - MOTOR & VEHICLE INTEGRATED CONTROL SYSTEM | ABS - ANTILOCK 
BRAKE SYSTEM (BOSCH 9 PLUS RACE MODE) | TCS - TRACTION CONTROL SYSTEM (fi LEVELS) | RLM - REAR LIFT 
MiTiGATlON ! CRC - COUNTER ROTATING CRANKSHAFT 1 4 RIDE MODES - ENGINE MAPPING 
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AGE OF 
^ELECTRONICS 

"■^SA'^The recent advancements 
' in the area of motorcycle 
^^Mp^^^^^^onics are truly 


R egularly testing different bikes at 
Two Wheels obviously dictates 
our test riders riding a variety of 
motorcycles, often back to back, which can 
sometimes be very challenging. The best 
example would probably be our annual 
QBE Bike of the Year test which involves 
over a dozen bikes being judged by up to 
ten test riders over a three day period. With 
the invite allowing manufacturers to put up 
the bike of their choice each year, you can 
appreciate what mix of bikes we sometimes 
get as a result. Of course each motorcycle 
on that particular test is rated on a certain 
criteria, and never pitched against other 
bikes directly as they may well be different 
classed models. But what we do see is a 
major advancement in technology each year 
a new bike is released, especially when it 
comes to motorcycle electronics. 

Remember the days when a motorcycle 
was simple and electronics were something 
that only ran the ignition? They were even 
running acetylene lighting in the early 
days, which was basically a gas-operated 
lamp. Then as advancements were slowly 
made, along came headlights and batteries, 
and it remained that way until the early 
1970’s before they started experimenting 
with electronic fuel injection and electronic 
ignitions; very revolutionary for the time. 
Electronic ignitions were a masterful 
step in motorcycle design leading to 
reductions in fuel consumption, increased 
power, improved starting, reliability and 
smoother operation. 

As we progressed into the ‘80s, more 
electronics were introduced in the form 
of fuel gauges, oil pressure gauges, 
electric starters and radios like on 
Honda’s GoldWing. Of course with such 
a progression in electronics, with it came 
a plethora of switches and buttons where 
previously there may have only been one. . . 
to start the bike. Today, many riders are 
even fitting up ancillary plugs to charge 
phones, run heated handgrips or cigarette 
lighters providing a 12V power output. A 


lot of these features also now come standard 
on many of the up-spec touring motorcycles, 
which is why it’s not uncommon to have 
electrics on a motorcycle stem all the way to 
the front and rear wheels with ABS, speedo 
sensors, wheelie control, traction control, 
ride-by-wire, launch control, quick-shifters 
and much more. 

Although the latest development is truly 
astonishing; Stability Control. Stability 
Control is actually a simple idea of making 
the computer work in synch with sensors on 
the bike which recognise loss of traction. It 
then uses the brakes and engine to stop the 
skid without any intervention on your part 
whatsoever. Similar systems have already 
been available on motorcycles previously 
relating anti-lock braking and traction 
control systems, although the latest iteration 
from Bosch and Ducati, available on the 
latest Multistrada and 1299 Panigale takes it 
to a new level. 

Compared to a car, which can move 
forwards and back or left and right, a 
motorcycle has many more options. It 
can roll (lean), yaw (turn left or right) and 
pitch (the front or back lifts or dips under 
acceleration or braking). Add to that the 
brakes using separate controls with the 
front being the lever on the handlebar and 
the rear being a right foot pedal, and it 
all requires a different operating system. 

This of course leads to the need of many 
more sensors to monitor aspects such as 
speed between the front and rear wheels 
and registering if the bike loses traction 
along with a five-axis accelerometer to 
monitor lean angles and attitude. Data on 
acceleration, deceleration, yaw, roll, pitch, 
lift, and relative wheel speeds is all then 
collated from these sensors and processed 
hundreds of times per second. If a problem is 
detected, the system reacts via Bosch’s ninth- 
generation ABS system. 

If the rider applies more brake than the 
traction can handle, the system bleeds away 
a little pressure, maintaining grip. It can even 
redirect the braking force to the optimum 
wheel, and if the rear starts to spin because 
of too much throttle, the system will mitigate 
the input. Making your head spin? Imagine 
designing it! 

Although probably the most notable 
feature is when cornering! Simple physics 
will tell you that the further a motorcycle 
leans over the less grip it will have - at 
33-degrees, grip is reduced to 85% 
compared to what it is in a straight line. The 
Stability Control computes this information 
by the hundredth-second and will provide 
the maximum braking force the motorcycle 
can handle at a given angle of lean. Basically, 
your motorcycle computer is now thinking 
as much as you, making decisions that could 
sometimes well and truly save your bacon. 

Of course it’s not only Ducati who have 
revolutionised their electronic systems 



c-Tprp'q an example of the sensois and 


over the past few years, just take a look at 
the latest incarnation of the Yamaha YZE-Rl, 
which features an electronics package 
almost identical to the set-up on Valentino 
Rossi’s MotoCP machine. And Aprilia have 
developed their own system with Aprilia 
Traction Control (ATC) which allows the 
motorcycle to obtain better grip on the road 
with eight different traction control settings. 
Most of their machines also feature ABS, 
quick-shifters, launch and wheelie control 
and ride-by-wire throttle too. Another great 
example of an advancement in electronics 
would be the Can Am Spyder, which features 
ABS, traction control, and of course stability 
control where the motor will cut power once 
the sensors detect too much lean etc. A little 
frustrating at times, especially if you want to 
tear it through a comer only to feel the power 
cut in and out when it decides there’s too 
much lean therefore compromising safety. 

Now of course I’ve only bmshed the surface 
when it comes to the different electronic 
features available today on a motorcycle, and 
would need at least another fifteen pages to 
attempt to cover it all in further detail, but you 
can definitely understand what I’m referring 
to. Electronics on modem motorcycles are 
progressing at such a rate it can often be 
beyond belief what some of the world’s leading 
engineers are achieving. 

Don’t get me wrong. Having been a 
motorcyclist for many years now. I’ve 
witnessed the progression in motorcycle 
electronics first hand, just as many of you 
have. Although I think some readers would 
definitely agree when I say it can sometimes 
be very refreshing to jump on an old school 
bike complete with carburettors and points 
ignition, without the slightest hint of electronic 
aids. Okay, I’d be considered a dinosaur if I 
didn’t progress with the times, and accept the 
very fact that we live in the age of electronics, 
but there’s nothing wrong with reminiscmg. 
Whichever way you choose to look at it, I 
suppose the electronic age we now live in 
definitely has its advantages. It also should 
allow us to ride the bikes even faster with 
higher levels of safety. . .and extra safety can 
never be a bad thiug! 

So until next month, enjoy the latest issue, 
which now has more pages and more features, 
and like always, we hope to see you out there 
on two wheels somewhere. . . ■ 




^’^Yarhaha's latest edit iotr 
^^^to the LAMS hnarket isi 
P^^^et to be '^*ure winner? 
^g'plaallyaftlrbeing^ 
^^^‘nddried b'y the Doctor 











hen I heard of the upcoming 
YZF-R3 launch, I was hoping 

w W I’d get the gig, especially after 

attending the world launch of the Rl 
earlier this year. The reason I say this 

ts because it’s no secret I love nchng 

all motorcycles, and as ““^loned m 
previous articles, 

little lackers is just as much fun as the 

Wdk YaLha’s new R3 is the latest 
edition to the ‘We Are Family , and it s 
Stylish and performance orientated, ]U 


like its siblings and parents. T 
dohc, eight-valve 321cc parallel twin has 
the cvlinders off-set 7mm forward of the 
crankshaft axis for improved pow^, tor^e 
and most importantly, fuel economy fro 
twin cam powerplant. Cylinders are 

which*,™ 

low tension piston rings reducmg frictio 
and therefore heat while forged 
aluminium pistons are also 10 /o light 

than cast ones for smoother runnmg. 

features carburised conrods, similar to tha 
of the MT-07 layout, which provides ext 
ilngA and dumbility , all leading to overaU 
eSity. And it loves to rev too with peak 
';..,pj„di,ca4.,o»dl<h5»^ 

lling about the test ride, it seemed we 
had a couple of exciting days planned a ea 
of us. Meeting early Tuesd^ ®wTpal 

Yamaha’s headquarters mWethenl Park, 

it was planned we would be spendmg the 
first day road testing and the second day 
at The Farm. So after a bit of tyre kickmg, 
seat bouncing, pushing on the handlebars 
with the front brake engaged to sus out 
what she felt like, I took a step back to 

admire Yamaha’s new offering o 

market. Checking over the R3 to see what 
it did and didn’t have fitted out of the box, 
first thing I noticed is that it comes wi 
ARS front and back. Great to see they 

“e“.«.VCOn.=-,.ndwi,hM,cheta 

Street Pilot tyres fitted along with and 
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ee different colour choices for all the 

hionistas, they’re set to appeal to a 

oad range of motorcyclists. 

Meandering from Yamaha HQ 
ross to the Shell servo on the Great 
'estern Hwy near Sydney Motorsport 
irk the R3 feels nimble, balanced 

rd has a good amount of power along 

dth a torquey delivery, more than 1 
nticipated. And with our first mam leg 

S us backtracking up to Wisernans 

lerry, which is highly frequented by 
lump trucks on many of the sma 
•oadl it gave me a chance to really 
DUt the suspension early m the te . 

What seemed incredible is that for such 

a light bike (169kg wet - a few kilos 
heavier than the KTM RC390 but 20kg 
lighter than the R6), it wasn’t bouncmg 
around the road much at all. It ]ust 

raked up the bumps without collapsm 


WHAT SEEMED 

iP^Af'P.aSJlBHTDIKL 
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BIKE LAUNCH 

YAMAHA YZF-R3 



the front losing geometry and running 
wide, nor was it jacking off the rear 
sending a shiver up your spine. The ^ 
just floats over the rough road condition 
staying on-line while doing so. 

You can also sometimes get caught 
out with your speed if you’re not 

paying attention. Compared to smaller 

displacement motorcycles of a 
ago it was easy to perceive your speed, 
especially considering most of them were 
revving so high that with everything 
screaming and rattling you had a clear 
impression of how fast you ^ 
Today, on motorcycles like the R3, th y 
so smooth in acceleration and at cnusmg 
speed that it’s often difficult attempting t 
predict your speed without lookmg a e 
Seedo, which can often be a deceiving 
result. It’s something I had to ^ ^ 

in to consideration, especially as I get ha 
to zero demerit points soon. 


The mirrors were a little frustrating 
leaving me thinking they were probably 
designed in Italy, especially considenng 
how hard it is to get them m the swee 

spot’ I got used to it in the long run, but 

still it was enough of a pain to make me 
notice I will say the six speed gearbox is 
smooth, especially when selectmg first gear 
from neutral. It’s always a telHa ® sign 
whether the gearbox isn’t go^o ^ 
smooth when you hear that 
when the gear is first engaged. It s detmiteiy 
Inching ?hat annoys the hell out of me on 

oL biles, which is one of the reasons I^^^ 

usually start the bike in gear with the clutch 
engaged. It’s always funny to watch nder 
rev tLir engines spinning up the gear sets 
only to get an even bigger clunk when they 
ianfit iitto first. But there wasn t even a 
hint of that on the little R3, ^hich led me to 
believe it would be just as smooth through 
the entire range, and it was. 


The chassis felt strong and by contot is 
nothing like the aluminium beams of the Ki 
andR6, instead being a simple hibHmjd 
structure which uses the engme as a stiessed 
member utilising a combination of solid 

mounts for top and bottom at toe rear 

crankcase and another one at 
cylinder head while the one toted 
front of the cylinder head is rubber. This holds 
the steel swingarm in place which operates 
directly on the near-vertical mounted rear 
shock which is adjustable for pre-load o y. 
The front 41mm KYB front forks feh sturdy 
enough holding that 17-inch front wheel while 
toe stogie disc front brake has good power and 
progression and is actually a ‘truly floatii^ 
rotor and doesn’t just look like one. 

After a full day riding out towards Mui^ee 
in Western NSW, toe following ‘laT ^ 
lidiM at The Farm, which just emphasised to 
perf it handling and nimble charactentocs 
of the little R3, although havmg said that. 







17-IHCH FRONT WHEEL WHILE THE SINGLE DISC FRONT BRAKE HAS 0000 
POWER AHO PROGRESSION ANO IS ACTUALLY A ‘TRULY FLOATING’ 

ROTOR ANO OOESN’T JUST LOOK UKE ONE. 
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BIKE LAUNCH 

YAMAHA YZF-R3 



It’s a little more than Honda’s much less 


than the 

Kawasaki’s Ninja 300. Theresa great 

range of accessories available too from LE 
indicators to an Akropovic shp-on exhaust. 
On the back of the launch of the already 
popular Rl, Yamaha have agam hit the 
mark with the new R3, which is sure to be 
just as successful. Not only 
learner riders, but as menhoned before it 
a great little bike for around town f or nders 

of all levels. And it doesn’t hurt that &e 

new little baby boomer has been endorsed 
MntnGP racer 


definitely isn’t a motorcy^ built for 
days like the Rl and R6. The new YZF-^, 
Yamaha’s latest edition to the R family 
pure enjoyment to ride and "^ore 
to everyday use around our congested 
cities. Of course you’ll have ]ust as much 
fun when you get out of town and it 

for a bum through the tvnshes, which is 
something I think Yamaha have inanaged 
to achieve by designing a batoed 

motorcycle for all riding conditions. 

Something else that deserv^ menhomg 
is the competitive pricii^ of the new R3. 






drayko.com 


The latest denim for the bike and every occasion. 






BIKE LAUNCH 

YAMAHA YZF-R3 


■« RIDING AT THE FARM 

JUST EMPHASISED THE 


engine type 

Liquid-cooled parailel twin 

VALVE arrangement 

DOHC, eight vaives 

displacement 

321CC 

bore X STROKE 
68 x44.1mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO 

11 . 2:1 

CARBURATION 

Digitai fuei injection 

maximum power 

41bhp (31kW) @ 10,750rpm) 

maximum torque 

29.6N.m @ 9000rpm 

CLUTCH 

Wet multiplate 

transmission 

6-speed 

front suspension 

4lmm telescopic, 130mm travei 

rear SUSPENSION 

Singie shock, adjustment for 
preioad, 125mm travelp 

FRONT BRAKE 

298mm disc 


MRE^CT HANDLING 
AND NIMDLE 

characteristicsof 


IHBUnLERS! 


Twin-piston caliper, 
with ABS 

rear brake 

Single-piston caliper, 
with ABS 

front tyre 

110/70 X 17in Miche 

rear TYRE 

140/70 X 17in Miche 

rake/trail 

25 deg rees/90 mm 

WHEELBASE 

1380mm 

SEAT HEIGHT 

780mm 

fuel capacity 

14 litres 

WEIGHT 

169kg kerb 


220 mm disc 



If it’s attitude you’re looking for, reach up and grab the handlebars 
of the Victory High-Baii®. This barebones bobber packs a one-two punch of cranked up performance 
and stripped down style that can’t be mistaken for any other bike. With whitewall tyres 
and a shorty front fender, the Victory High-Ball exudes confidence you won’t soon forget. 


VictorylVlotorcycles.com.au | P: 1300 721 360 | 


’Overseas Model Shown with optional accessories fitted. ^Facebook® is a registered trademark of Facebook, Inc. 








THE MOST IMPORTANT STUFF IN MOTORCYCLING THIS MONTH 


ARIELACEIN 

PRODUCnON 

The production of the 2016 Ariel Ace range has 
started with the photos showing the first new 
models in build to various customer requests 
and the new 'Sport’ version already completed. 
Updates from the 2014 version are minor 
but demonstrate Ariel’s passion to achieve 
perfection in their machines. Look closely 
for detail changes to the seat, footrests and 
handlebars as well as the wheels. Bodywork is 
revised too, notice the more obvious new front 
mudguard, more changes have also been made 
to the instrumentation. 

Tune has been spent with Ohlins engineers 
making small incremental adjustments to the 
dampers as well as testing various spring rates 
and set ups to suit new customers, not visible 

for sure but more improvements 

to the latest ACE 
machines and 
especially for the 
'Sport’. 

Building on the 
good reception the 
ACE has received 
internationally, the 
future indeed looks healthy for the new Ariel 
Motor Company. 



GARAGE 

PARTYAND 

ROOTCAMP 


Iffnition 


Once again Fraser Motorcycles in 
Concord opened their doors recently to 
existing and potential customers with 
a couple of great events. For the ladies, 
there’s the Ladies Garage Party while for 
the male riders, they have a great evening 
called Motorcycle Boot Camp. Both 
nights are aimed at introducing customers 
to new bikes while also attracting new 
riders to the fray. 

The Ladies Garage Party is a great 
night of fun and motorcycles with 
all female riders, from novices to 
veterans, invited to participate, while 
it also raises money for the Cancer 
Council with small donations made 
on entry. On this particular night even 
Angry Anderson turned up to show his 
support, much to the delight of some of 
the ladies there. 

The Motorcycle Boot Camp is similar 
and aimed at male riders who may have 
a ton of questions regarding how to get 
started and what model might suit them 
best. They also demonstrated how to 



pick up a fallen motorcycle along with 
arm wrestling and dart competitions. 
These events are 100% FREE, and 
includes food and drinks. If you have 
dreamed about getting on a motorcycle or 
if you constantly find excuses not to ride 
- this event is definitely for you! Both the 
Harley-Davidson Boot Camp and Ladies 
Garage Party are held frequently at Fraser 
Motorcycles, but make sure you book as 
positions are limited. 


RWOO 


frame with HPC-Power and Ohlins 
suspension and of course Brembo brake 
systems. Wheels are PVM and the 


lightweight fairing produced in carbon. Dry 
weight of the RIOOO is 160kg (352.72 lbs) 
and 200hp on tap results in a very swift 
GSXR-1000 with a 'Plus’! 


Hertrampf produce a line of unique 
motorcycles based on standard models on 
a regular basis, but the German company is 
also involved with racing and in particular 
with Suzukis. Knowledge of these machines 
shows in their 'RIOOO’ - a typical example 
of Hertrampf’s ability to build high 
performance machinery here from the 
GSXR-1000. 

The upgraded motor is producing 200hp 
with Nm of 110 incorporating a Yoshimura 
ECU featuring three mappings, switchable 
engine braking, a quick shifter for the 
6-speed gearbox, anti-hop clutch and an 
angle sensor. Radiator is racing standard 
and the Titan exhaust system sourced from 
Yoshimura. A GPS system is fitted and an 
AIM instrument panel used together with a 
data acquisition system. 

Rolling chassis has an aluminium rear 






Go everywhere 


The new Multistrada 1200 takes riding beyond all the 
barriers of compromise. 

Unbeatable on tarmac, perfect and comfortable for long 
distance travelling, agile through town and fun off the road. 

Frontline technologies include the new ground-breaking 
Testastretta DVT engine instantly providing optimal power 
and torque, cutting edge Ducati Skyhook Suspension (DSS) 
Evo and refined electronics including Cruise Control, Backlit 




Pt>wered 


handlebar switches and Ducati Safety Pack with cornering 
ABS, Traction and Wheelie Control. 

Additional with S version; Full colour TFT instrument panel 
with Ducati Multimedia System (DMS) and full LED 
headlamp with Cornering technology. 

Experience the new Multistrada 1200 and 1200 S by 
reserving a test ride through your local Authorised Ducati 
Dealer today. 


bv ■fttttwtI 


Multistrada 1200 S model shown 


ducati.com,au 


2-Y^^ Un^mrtBd Kiamalre 

i 34 Hour Ducao Rid#- Asa**. 
30.000kini DtvffO Service ImitMvala. 
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Ignition the interesting stuff in motorcycling this month 


MONSTER STRIPE 

Ducati have just released their new sports 
'Monster 1200 S Stripe’ and 'Monster 
821 Stripe’ machines, high performance 
and easily recognised by their off-centre 
twin white stripes on tank, tail and carbon 
front mudguard - a typical example of fine 
Italian styling. 

The 'Monster 1200 S Stripe’ has a red 
trellis frame and black alloy wheels with 
'Y’ shaped spokes and a small red fairing 
and screen, carbon belt covers etc. Engine is 
the 1198ccTestastretta DS boasting 145hp 
at 8750rpm. Suspension is top notch with 
Ohlins 48mm forks, single sided swinging 
arm and an Ohlins shock, the Brembo brake 
stems include twin 330mm front discs and 
M50 callipers. Useful touch is the new 
seat which is adjustable for height. TFT 
instrumentation is fitted plus Riding Modes, 
the Ducati Safety Pack with three level ABS 
and eight level Traction Control. 

The 'Monster 821 Stripe’ features the 
82ccTestastretta motor producing 112hp 



wheels 


at 9250rpm with the same trellis frame 
and wheels set-up but with 43mm Kayaba 
forks and a Sachs mono-shock with twin 
cast aluminium swinging arms - which 
the factory claim enhances agility and 
handling. LCD instrumentation is used 
as opposed to the TFT of the '1200’ but 
Riding Modes, Ducati Safety Pack and 
seat are identical. Both models are into 
production now, although they will only be 
available by order in Australia and won’t be 
available off the floor. 
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YARDRUILT 

DISSIDENT 

The latest addition to the 'Yard Built’ scene 
and celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the 
XJR is the beautifully prepared 'XJR 1300 
CS-06 Dissident’ hailing from Portugal. 
Manufacturer is the small company 'it 
roCkSlbikes’ of Osvaldo Coutinho and 
Alexandre Santos and noticed by Yamaha 
Europe for their top quality machines. 
Specialising in 'monocoque’ they produce 
their own one piece tank, seat and tail units 
creating a style of their own demonstrated 
here, all handmade in metal. Notable too 
is the fact that they 
don’t change the basic 
bike - nothing is cut 
or welded preferring 
to stay with 'bolt on’ 
everything and it is 
done to perfection. 

Brake system is ISR 
with master cylinders 
for front brake and 
clutch, front and rear 
callipers on 340mm 
twin front discs and 
rear 267mm unit, the 
front callipers with 


6 pistons - this bike will stop - fast! Forks 
areYZF-Rl modified to take the pressure of 
heavy braking and suit the XJR 1300 steering 
column, while wheels are the best Italian 17” 
tubeless Kineos with Pirelli Angel GT tyres. 
The exhaust system is as you would expect, 
perfectly handmade 4 into 2 in stainless steel 
producing an interesting howl! 

Engine covers are replaced with lighter 
aluminium items and a high performance 
oil cooler is installed. A host of high quality 
components complete the build like LSL rear 
sets, footrests, clip-ons and aluminium grips 
The 'XJR 1300 CS-06 Dissident’ is indeed an 
incredibly stunning custom machine proudly 
celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the XJR! 
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With racing In fts DNA the new RSV4 RR and RSV4 RR Race Pack offers a powerful lOOOcc V4 ^ 
engine which produces an exhilarating 201 HR Featuring Aprilia’s patented Rider Perfoimance 
Control electronics package which includes rBW* aTG, aLC, aWC, aQS, and Race ABS which work 
in conjunction with the state of the art adjustabie suspension and Brembo braking system to form 
an unbeatable combination. The RSV4 is the only Superbike on the market with an adjustable 
chassis that allows the rider to truly customise their RSV4 and be race ready. From racetracks to 
roads, setting new standards for technology and performance is our job and our daily commitment. 
For more information visit www.aprilia.com.au 
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■BeeomrnwDlwl Away Pricfl of RSV4 RR, Rjico is auljject ttj chans* without notica, OvofM** rncKJef ahowrii for iHuftraiior puFpoaw- CotmjH jwjf Afmba 
Oua^ar l^r tvjihsr dataUg. Aua^alia pnamol* and wpon^ibl* riCBns. 
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mEnmBOOT! 

All new GPl, the latest product from Gaerne's research 
and development centre is the ultimate racing boot. 

Close collaboration with champions, technological 
innovation, attention to detail and comfort, Italian 
styling and fifty years of passion and experience 
characterise all Gaerne products. 

Features include the unique Gaerne floating system 
made of carbon composite which allows the foot to move 
naturally and prevents ankle twisting without compromising 
flexibility. It also has a shock absorbing heel cup, adjustable 
calf closing system, a fully washable and removable inner 
sole. TheyVe available in three colours; white, black and red. 
Or for the ladies what about the new Parana female boot 
from Dainese. Featuring rigid inserts on both ankles, a 
nylon midsole, rubber sole, full grain cowhide leather upper, 
a waterproof interior and reflective inserts, all finished 
with a brushed effect by hand. The Parana Lady Boots 
and the GPl racing boots are available now at all reputable 
motorcycle shops and are proudly distributed Australia wide 
by Cassons PTY Ltd. 


cjumm 


Looking for a present for Father's Day? Well the Harley- 
Davidson Overnight Bag might be the ideal thing. It's great 
for shorter trips and conveniently mounts to a Tour-Pak® 
luggage rack or sissy bar upright with a spandex mounting 
pocket and adjustable mounting straps. Features include 
two large exterior pockets with glove-friendly zipper pulls, 
an oversize carry handle, and a zippered mesh interior 
pocket. Both the bag and its integrated rain cover feature 
3M™ Scotchlight reflective piping and graphics for added 
visibility. See your local authorised Harley-Davidson dealer 
for further details. 


If you're serious about your racing, then 
why not get serious about your oil? 

This new Synthetic Ester 4T Engine Oil 
from Belray is perfect for withstanding 
extreme racing conditions. Suitable 
for air-cooled and liquid-cooled 4T 
engines with wet clutches, the 
ester formula will provide 
the ultimate thumper 
experience. Belray 
Thumper Racing Works 
oil comes in lOW-50 
and now lOW-60 in 
both one litre [12 
to a box - $36.95) 
or four litre [4 to 
a box - $119.95). 

It's available now 
at all reputable 
motorcycle shops 
and is proudly 
distributed by 
Cassons Australia 
Pty Ltd. 


RACING OIL 
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BIKESKATE 


If room is at a premium in your garage then this great Aussie 
made product could be just the trick. It suits most bikes up to 



300mm rear tyre, and will 
give you a Ride in-Ride 
out capability. Using the 
BikeSkate you will be 
able to turn you bike 
around in its own length 
and it is suitable for all 
motorcycles from road 
bikes and scooters to 
heavyweight bikes such 
as Harley-Davidsons. 

Australian owned 
and manufactured 
by a Melbourne 
engineering firm, 

Hitech Rigging and 
Engineering P/L 
the BikeSkate can 
ordered through 
Facebook by 
searching for 
BikeSkate. 


imiAUFT? 

Getting your bike up off the ground to a height where you 
can work on it with ease is exactly what Warana Imports are 
about. Ian Oakes, the owner of Warana Imports, wanted a Bike 
Lifter to work on his own bikes but could not find anything 
suitable and after importing one for his own use a few friends 
expressed interest and soon a new business was born. Their 
table lift, known as a The Bike Lifter, is ideal for the home or 
workshop and is raised by using a foot-operated hydraulic 
pump that will easily lift 500kg. The bike lifter also features 
an on and off ramp, front wheel clamp, removable rear wheel 
panel, safety locking system and is easily moveable on wheels. 
They also offer an optional service Jack to assist with wheel 
changes and other service work. 

Contact Warana Imports on 1300 765 539 or check out their 
website www.waranaimports.com to see their full range. 




CARBON COBRA 

RJAY5 Cobra II gloves and made using 100% A Grade 
Drum Dyed Leather fitted with floating carbon fibre 
knuckle protection for easier grip position. 

Carbon fibre protection is located on back of hand, 
fingers and base of palms and for extra comfort, stretch 
panels are in place across the back of fingers and thumb. 
Other features include: double stitched leather on palms, 
leather reinforced webbing Joining little finger to third 
finger and reflective silver piping across back of the 
hand for better night visibility. The Cobra II gloves are 
available now from all good motorcycle shops and are 
distributed by Cassons Pty Ltd. 
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UENWREHEAT 


With winter starting to bite it gets harder to keep warm 
while riding on the bike. But with a pair of heated 
motorcycle gloves from Zarkie, you can ride through the 
coldest conditions while your hands remain toasty warm. 
Their Venture Heat Epic 2.0 heated motorcycle gloves 
will keep your hands warm wherever you go, offering an 
ultra-portable solution to the problem of cold hands while 
riding. The gloves are fitted with convenient rechargeable 
lightweight lithium ion batteries, allowing your hands to 
stay warm wherever you go and will provide active heat 
for up to five straight hours. For even greater comfort, 
these gloves feature a built-in temperature controller so 
you can adjust the heat levels with the touch of a button. 
The heating element runs around the outside of the hand 
and fingers for heat right where you need it. Thinsulate 
insulation will keep in the warmth and the outer shell is 
made of nylon with sheepskin leather palm and fingertips. 

Zarkie offer a full range of heated gear to keep you 
riding longer in those colder months which can be 
found at their website www.zarkie.com.au 



wmtAS 

lOAST! 

If youVe like most motorcyclists and ride all year round, 
why let the cold slow you down? That's why a set of 
Ultra light Merino thermals might be Just what you need 
to enjoy each and every ride regarless of the weather. 
And there's nothing worse than having layer upon layer 
underneath your jacket leaving you so bulked up you feel 
like the Michellin man. 

Well Andy Strapz 
Thermalz elimates 
all of that with 
the perfect 
fit, quality 
designed and 
produced 
material. 

The fabric, 

which 

has been 

changed 

from a 

hollow 

fibre knit to 

a superfine, 

itch free. Merino 

is very stable, 

extremely resistent 

to pilling and is 

also machine 

washable. There 

are also unisex 

pants available 

in the same 

material. For more 

information on the 

thermal gear, log on 

to www.andystrapz.com 


SHARK7ERR0R 

Shark's new entry level helmets, the 5600 is perfect if 
you're looking for a good quality helmet at a great price. 
Like all Shark helmets, safety is paramount, and the 
5600 is no different featuring an injected, thermo-plastic 
shell designed and tested for safety and comfort. It 
includes a fully removable liner, anti-scratch visor which 
includes PinLocks, dual position vents and a reputable 
five year warranty. 

The Shark Terror 5600 helmets come in sizes X5-XL and 
in a range of eye catching colours and designs. [Black/ 
Green, Matt Black/Red, Matt Black/Silver] They're available 
now at most reputable motorcycle shops or can be found 
through the distributor, Ficeda at www.ficeda.com.au 
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Tve always wondered how long it would take for someone 
to come up with an idea like this, and it was no surprise to 
hear it was Draggin Jeans and their latest range of Hydro 
Waterproof clothing. Think of the advantages of not having 
to slip on your wet weather pants when some inclement 
weather rolls in. The waterproof Hydro Pants have been 
based on Draggin's Classic Jeans, which would have to be 
one of their most popular products. With a waterproof front 
zipper, waterproof boot cuffs, four waterproof zip pockets, 
cool breathing mesh lining and no visible seams like theyVe 
Next Gen range, you can rest assured quality and comfort 
hasn't been compromised during the waterproofing stage. 
They're machine washable too, and also include DFFU5E 
CE armour for added protection. 

The Hydro-Waterproof pants are available in a range 
of sizes and can be found at reputable bike shops or 
can be ordered on line at www.dragginjeans.net 
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T hose who can, according to the 
old adage, do, while those who 
can’t teach. If that’s true, it’s not a 
positive reflection on my first proper return 
to the classroom in a quarter century, the 
odd seminar excepted. 

In my own defense, I would argue that 
the better vocational colleges offer state-of- 
the-art tutoring based on ability and real-life 
achievement that students can benefit from. 
And the best way of ensuring that stays up to 
date is to have a regular turnover of visiting 
lecturers from industry to impart their know- 
how. It’s alarming to go back to your old 
college decades later, and find the exact same 
staff who were there when you graduated. 

For short-term visiting lecturers, there’s 
rarely any payment involved beyond basic 
expenses, so teaching is mostly about giving 
back to the system. That said, the occasional 
teaching stint has benefits both ways. The 
students’ imagination, energy and absence 
of production concerns is a refreshing 
change for those of us under constant cost 
and deadline pressure. So while the actual 
job of mentoring a couple of dozen students 
to each give their best can be taxing, overall 
it’s a pretty invigorating experience. 

Back in February, I made a brief visit 
to the ISD-DSK College in Pune, which 
runs India’s best known automotive design 
course. While the name has a surplus of 


TLAs (Three Letter Abbreviations), I’m 
sure you’ll want to be informed that ISD 
refers to the French Tnstitut Superieur de 
Design de Valenciennes’ which belongs to 
the Rubika group of colleges that focus on 
animation, computer-gaming and design. 

! The DSK part refers to the college’s patron. 
Dr. D. S. Kulkarni, who, among his many 
other interests, imports Hyosung and Benelli 
I motorcycles into India, and runs a large 
number of Toyota dealerships. Pay attention 
I - I’ll be asking questions at the end. 

DSK’s businesses also include some 
serious real estate developments, 

; including the Utopian 'Dream City’ 
outside Pune. This all-inclusive mini- 
city will eventually house prestigious 
apartment blocks, Olympic-level sports 
facilities, and, already, the design college. 
Andre Elista, the Head of Department of 
Transportation Design, conducted a tour 
of the whole development in a restored 
Mahindra-manufactured Willys Jeep, 
which was quite an experience. Man - 1 
thought my first VW Beetle was basic. At 
; least that had a handbrake. To put things 
in perspective, the Mustang I rented 
to get to San Francisco International 
- Airport (“Pick any car Sir, the keys are 
; inside” - thanks National) had cooled 
seats. Two different worlds. 

The college itself is an impressive 







building, housing an impressive array of 
state-of-the-art facilities, and producing 
some very impressive students’ work. All 
this coming from a guy who is not easily 
impressed. So when asked to make a return 
visit in May to run a one-week Masterclass, 
it was hard to decline - even if May is pre- 
Monsoon, and the hottest time to visit. 

The class could choose between 
participating in a show-car project run by 
fellow- tutor and Bentley designer Richard 
Gilmartin, and my own motorcycle design 
course. So the 25 male and 2 female 
students who went for the two-wheeler 


option were clearly dedicated bike 
enthusiasts. After a morning’s grounding in 
the rules and requirements of the discipline, 
they were then let loose on two projects 
purposely intended to be diametrically 
opposed. 

Project 1 was to create the simplest, 
cheapest motorcycle as basic transportation 
for India and other emerging nations. It 
should look strong and tough, but no purely 
cosmetic components were allowed. Every 
part must be functional in some way. Oh, 
and the final design should be a motorcycle, 
not a scooter. The expected demands for 
clarification on what constituted each 
group didn’t materialise, so clearly Indians 
inherently understand their categories. 

The second project was to create a 
single-seat supersport design for a fictitious 
production motorcycle to be produced by 
Ferrari. It should be more advanced, more 


exclusive and more dramatic than any of the 
current competitors, while keeping generally 
to the conventional race-replica format. So 
no hub-less wheels, hub-center steering, and 
all the stupid blue sky stuff that students 
always put on their projects thinking it’s 
fresh. No it isn’t! 

The idea of the first project was to 
make sure everyone got to grips with 
the fundamental principles of motorcycle 
proportions with the least possible reliance 
on bodywork. The second was exactly the 
opposite, encouraging them to understand 
what makes a hypersport design work, and 
come up with some suitably expressive 
forms. The intention here was to study the 
competitors, and figure out what makes a 
sports bike look exciting, while the Ferrari 
part was meant to appeal to the strongly 
automotive-bias within the college. The 
goal was to express some of Ferrari’s design 




language (dramatic forms but with a 
controlled finesse) into a new context - a 
challenge I thought would be eagerly 
snapped up. Instead, the students got 
bogged down in the details, with features 
like the (dated) Testarossa side fins being 
teleported onto a motorcycle, or in one 
case, a student trying to shoehorn a V12 
engine into a bike frame. Er, no guys - 
that’s missing the point. You’re supposed 
to transpose the identity, not the entire 
running gear. 

In an ideal world, all the students would 
have taken on both projects, to experience 
the full extremes of the profession. But 
time limitations meant they divided into 
two groups to tackle one brief each. 

Some of the students who opted for the 
'cheapest wheels’ project were product 
designers, not automotive, and predictably 
they struggled at the beginning. But by 
Friday, everyone had grasped the basics, 
and presented some great concepts - even 
if Ducati-like space frames aren’t exactly 
my idea of minimalism. Several students 
worked right through Thursday night to 
get their work done in time for the 'Crif. 
Yep, been there, done that. 

The enthusiasts were all drawn 
magnetically to the Hypersport project, 
although it quickly became obvious that 
Ducati was already established as the two- 
wheel Ferrari, coloring et al. Being the 
top of the range, the Panigale was easily 
defined as the latest and most sporting 
package, and several designs ended up 
being rather obvious photomontages with 


lightly modified bodywork cloned over the 
original. While this did theoretically fulfill 
the brief, the short-cut avoided the entire 
thinking process, along with the necessary 
trial-and-error involved with understanding 
the proportions, so these students were 
graded less favorably than those who came 
up with something more individual. 

The most rewarding part of this course 
was seeing that all the participants, from 
seasoned enthusiasts to newcomers, 
raised their levels visibly over the 
week (I had everyone present their 
first sketch alongside their final one so 
we could measure the progress). These 
guys - and two girls - will be designing 
the motorcycles we ride in the very near 
future, and not just in India. This country 
has a rapidly developing R&D industry. 


with a strong demand for homespun 
design talent, and it’s reassuring to see its 
own design colleges becoming state-of- 
the-art institutions. Its alumni are already 
finding their way onto car and motorcycle 
design teams worldwide. 

As the offspring of two teachers, both 
of whom managed to stay seamlessly 
connected to the education system all 
their lives, I betrayed the family trade 
and went into industry. Motorcycle 
design, as a career, is still something 
beyond their comprehension. In fact, 
even though I’ve been reasonably 
successful at it for over thirty years, my 
parents are still waiting for me to get a 
'proper’ job. Maybe the occasional slot 
teaching at a design college will help 
meet their criteria. ■ 
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PERFORMANCE CARBURETTORS, 
CONRODS, EXHAUSTS 


nwr Honda, Kawasak), Yamaha, Suzuki, Oucati, 
Moto Guzzi, Triumph, Harley Davidson & BMW 
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MOTORCYCLI « AUTOMOTIVE 


Australian Distributor of Keihin & Carrillo 


SECOND HAND 
PARTS 


HIRE & RENTAL 


SHOW AND GO HAVE A VAST SELECTION OF 
MOTORCYCLE SPARES INCLUDING ENGINE 
SPARE PARTS. 

We also sell complete running engines. SO WHY BUY 

NEW IF GOOD SECOND-HAND SPARES ARE AVAILABLE! 

Motorcycle engines are also broken down for ports. 


BOATS 

What better way to spend some of 
your free time than fishing? 

We hove three boot sizes for hire. 
Great day out with the family or 
your motes. Boot license required. 


With over 30 years of wrecking motorcycles, we 
are bound to hove that hard to find second-hand 
motorcycle spore part. 

When it comes to motorcycle wrecking. Show and Go 
are the experts. Our experienced staff ore up to date 
with oil areas of wrecking motorcycles and associated 
second-hand spare parts. 

With damaged motorcycles being bought for 
wrecking on o weekly basis, our stock levels are always 
high — great for our customers, who need quality 
second-hand spare parts. 

Show and Go dismantle and part out early to current 
model road and troll motorcycles, scooters and quod 
bikes; Japanese, European, Korean and British (late 
model) motorcycles are always being dismantled. 

Can’t find what you ore looking for? Send us an email 
with o description and we will look for you! 


GOLF CAR 

Need o golf cor to hire? 

Maybe o large corporate golf 
day? 

We hove 2 and 4 seoter golf cars 
available for short or long term 
hire. Specialising in supplying Golf 
Cars to major functions around 
Australia. 

MOTORCYCLES 

Show and Go hove o great 
selection of motorcycles for rent 
or hire. 

Sports, touring, cruiser and rood 
trail motorcycles. 

The Adelaide hills offer some of 
the best winding roods in Australia. 
Magnificent coastal roods with 


stunning views. 

Explore the Borosso Valley to the 
north, then Victor Harbor to the 
south. The Flinders Ranges ore 
spectacular oil year round. What 
better way to see Adelaide and 
South Australia? 


SCOOTER 

Great way to spend o weekend, 
buzzing around town on o zippy 
50cc scooter. So much fun and so 
easy to ride. 



SHOW & GO MOTORCYCLES 

236 Brighton Road Somerton Park S.A 5044 — Ph: (08) 8376 0333 Fax: (08) 8376 1334 
showandgo@showandgo.COlin.au — C.O.D. Australia Wide & NZ All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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bike test 

VICTORY MAGNUM 


YOU can now buyj ^^9 ^ 


, custom bagger stra.gr 

' the showroomjfloor^. 
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L victory have already enjoyed 

W Cross Country, but with the 

Eri!? afd ^omentma 

menca, the design team began 

'rk on something a little different 

course the craze may be on the rise 
ere m Australia, but it’s the USA 
where you’ll notice it’s much 
k more prominent. With such a 
^larger population and ever^m^. 


trying to make their bike stand out from 
the crowd, with it comes a customising 
scene which would be fair to say is a 
little out of control. It begs the question, 
what could possibly be next? The 
envelope seems to be getting pushed 
further now with insane paint jobs, 
deafening stereos and 30-inch diameter 
front wheels, which to me is bordering 
on ridiculous, especially when you see 





bike test 

VICTORY MAGNUM 


especially when you take mto accou 
the weight of 350kg wet. The shgh y 
raised bars are comfortable and leave 
your shoulders and arms in a easy to 
reach riding position, which « what you 
want for long hours m the saddle^ J 
instrument panel is simple and effective 
with round dials for the speedo and tacho 
and each side of those are the speakers, 
with three on each side hidden behmd 
grilles. They sound a lot better too with 
lOOwatt speakers, although once you get 
up and rolling the wind noise does start 
to drown out the music a little. I thi^ 
it would benefit a little more with hd- 
pannier mounted speakers like they ve ]u 
incorporated into the new Magnum XI. 

Our particular model also featured 

some accessories including the Ato Ness 

pipes and a Clockworx screen at the iron. 

I wasn’t a big fan of the screen, especially 
when I realised it was slightly “^8“ 
my view. Not a major problem, but it di 
catch me out a couple of times in traffic, 
although for someone a little taller it 

wouldn’t have presented an issue. 

Power was on tap with the 1731cc 
air-cooled 50-degree V-twin motor 
producing a little more than 90hp, wi& 
most of that being low-rev torque. Cruje 
control was also a handy feature and was 
easily accessed via switches on the right 
side of the bars, with the stereo contro 
situated on the left. The seat is also large 
and comfortable and the hard panniers 
are large enough to pack a couple of bags, 
although they are a little slm. 

Victory have also lowered the rear 
suspension travel to 90mm, wWdi offers a 
smooth enough ride, but some of the bigg 
bumps were nohceable. The larger fron 
wheel also makes a change to the hfndlmg 
and accompanied with the slammed ac 
end the engineers have definitely spen 

Jol time getting it right. With slightly 

stiffer shocks featuring dual-rate spnngs at 
the rear, it was clear they needed to alter 
the front end to match which was achieved 
by decreasing the travel from 130mm,^ 
it is on the Cross Country, to 113mrn. It 
had such different handling to what I m 
accustomed to on a cruiser like this long 
and low. I did notice a little understeer 
the first time I hooked through a couple of 

“but once yo«f.l.ho.4.e^8n» 

handled, and became familiar with the 
long wheelbase of 1670mm, it was just 
a matter of adapting your ridmg style to 
suit. Ground clearance was great which 
was surprising for such a low and large 
bike. The first part to touch down was the 
footboards, and by that stage the big girl 


was lent over a fair way. And when it rame 
time to get on the anchors in a hurry, the 
ABS-equipped front discs and four-piston 
calipers along with the twin-pot rear brake 
maL sure of that. Fuel consurnption wasn t 
as good as I expected, especially if you re a 

little heavy on the wrist. On average ^ 

getting just on 280km out of the 22htre tank, 
although with a little more conservative 
riding once out of the city surrounds, it 
managed about another 30-40km extra. 


It remains to be seen whether the 
Magnum will be as popular as it has bee 
in the US, but with its solid performance 
and glitzy appearance, there’s a very 
strong chance it will be just as widely 

accepted here in Australia. I think the 

biggest draw card is the fact that you 
can now buy a big-wheeled custom 

bagger straight off the showroom 

floor, something not a lot of other 
manufacturers offer. ■ 
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fngine type 

Air-cooled 50-degree V-twin 

VALVE A.iRANGEMENT 

Sohc, eight valves 

JISPLACEMENT 

1731CC 

_ORE X STROKE 

101 X 108 mm 

COMPRESSION RATIO 

9.4:1 

JELLING 

Electronic fuel-injection 

MAXIMUM P">VER 

95bhp approx 

M XIMUN T RQUE 
ISON.m approx 
CLUTCH 
Wet multiplate 

TRAMSMISSIO 

6-speed, belt final drive 

ront suspensic 

43mm usd telescopic, 
113mm travel 

S REAR SUSPENSION 

,^i Monoshock, 19mm travel, air 
adjustment 

X, 1 FRONT BRAKE 

T\A/in four-piston calipers, 
300mm discs 

REAR BRAKE 

4;^ Twin-piston caliper, 300mm c 

FRONT TYRE 

k 120/70 X 21in Dunlop Elite 3 

sU RE -TYRE ^ 

Jp 180/60 X 16in Dunlop Elite . 
m ... KE/TF_ I 

29 degrees/142mm 

^ VvHEELi- tSE 

^ 1670mm 

^ SEAT HEIGHT 
^ 654mm 

FUEL CAPACITY 
IM 22 litres 

5RY WEIGHT 









family 


Yhuiro 


Visrr us AWfJ laCATt a YAMAHA dealer AI: 

www.yamaha-motor.com.au 


YZF-R3 321CC paralfGi twin rS^ 

FOR FUTURE VALENTINOS ] 3 b \ 
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_ _ g started their touring 
Ik ^ / project with open eyes 

I VI V and a dean sheet of paper, 

Ly knew they needed a bike that wonld 
staL out in the crowd and at first attempt I 
would say they achieved their goal. 

MV Agusta is a company that 

prides themselves in building specialist 
motorcycles with cutting edge esign 
parameters. With the amount tourers 
available for sale on the market today, it 
was always going to be a difficuh task to 
bring new ideas to the table in the to^^ 
sector. To build more of the same and 
hope consumers would buy a bike just 
because it had the MV logo was a nsk an 
a risk that could send a small company 
like MV into a spiral. That didn’t stop 
the design team though, with all &e nsk 
and with all the pressure they did come 
with a unique plan which does set this 
motorcycle apart, and that integral part 
of the plan literally ended up bemg the 
4 tVip. Tourismo Veloce. 


With a totally different desig 
brief, the new Tourismo Veloce i 
^ proving to be a winner, featurin 
^everything you would expect from 
manufacturer like MV Agusta. 


Feature by Steve Martin 




The design of the 
Tourismo Veloce didn t 

start with the frame 

or the styling but with 

the width of the two 
pannier bags that 
hold 30 litres each 
and allow a full face 
helmet to fit in to each 
pannier. The tricky 
part was to make sure 
that the two hard 
bags were narrower than the handlebars. 
MV managed that by designing a very 
strong and light rear sub frame assembly 

which allows the bags to clip to It m a 

very narrow fashion and gave the bike its 
trademark, which is ‘narrowest m class 
with Panniers fitted’. Narrow panmere 
were never going to be enough to sell a 
bike alone so the next important point on 

the agenda was the power plant. 

When MV i^sta decided to create 
the F3 675 super sport bike they had to 
be very clever about the architecture of 
the engine. Not only would the Itahan 
company need to design a race winning 
and successful super sport machine but 


THE DESIGN CRITERIA FOR 


shining brightly. Saving power though 
are the LED lights which are not your 
ordinary fare but specifically designed 
for the narrowness of the bike’s rear 
end Up front the main hght is designed 
to maintain the MV signature shape but 
incorporates a new technology called 
del (Day Light Running). This program 
if left on, automatically turns on the 
main hghting system when the computer 
deems visibility is minimized. Seemg 
where you are going is important W so 
too is receiving information. The TF 
(Thin Film Technology) dash is an Integra 
part of the electronics system and a big 
part of the communication component 
of this motorcycle. It can connect up to 
nine blue tooth devices includmg your 
mobile and then you can see the mfo on 
the display. When someone calls, you 
can answer or reject using thf switch g^r 
and talk through a connected blue tooth 
headset inside your helmet. One thing 
I’ve been waiting to see for a long time 
on motorcycles is a speed limiter and I m 
happy to say that the Italians have fitted 
one to the Tourismo Veloce. Set it at a 
predetermined speed and forget about 


they wanted its 3 cylinder engine to 
be of a modular design which could be 

used in different capacities for other 

projects. The 800 engine has been used 
in a couple of different models before the 
Tourismo Veloce, but this engme is almost 
completely new internally. In order to 
meet the objective of increasing torque, 
the engineers ended up with new pistons, 
crankshaft, cams and gearbox leaving 
only a handful of parts interchangmg 
with other models in MVs range. The 
crankcase castings and head casting are 
common but machined differently, but 
apart from that it’s all new. I have to say 
tLt they achieved their objectwe as tte 

torque figure is an impressive 83Nm at 

8000 RPM. There is still a healthy top end 
though with 110 old school horse power to 

play with in sport mode. 

Electronically speaking the bike comes 
with two UBS adapters for chargmg your 
devices and two 12 volt plug charging 

sockets for extra gadgets, making t e i e 

--P?werpla5:;rhere:-;^-,X 


watching the speedo. It works well and 
you can just have it on in the background 
allowing you to ride with less stress 
worrying about your pace and more 
concentration on the road ahead. There 
is a cruise control fitted that is easy o use 
as well. When you reach the speed you 
need it’s just a matter of hitting the big 
button on the switch block and Ae bi e 
will maintain pace until you brake or pu 
the clutch. An electronic shift cut up and 
down the gears is well set up and negates 
the use of the clutch except for startmg or 
pulling up at the lights. Traction contro 
is fitted with 8 settings and an adjustable 
engine brake with two settings. There are 
four mode maps with rain having 80H 

touring 90 and sport the full no on tap. 

The fourth map is a custom map which wil 
let you mix and match settings including 
a throttle sensitivity program that works 
in conjunction with the bike’s nde by wire 
technology to either smooth power or 

has five different colours 



Our pre-planned ride route consisted of 
a 220kni loop through thirty kilometers 
of congested traffic a hundred of tight 
twisty switchbacks and 90kms of open fas 

sweepers. It was the plan of MV to give 

us a good sampling of as many real world 

conditions as possible on the day. 

The first thing I noticed when I climbe, 
board the MV was the seat height. It sits 
850mm which is a little tall for my s or 
but the balance and lightness evened tha 
out The bike is so new that I’m sure one 
the things MVs aftermarket sales guys w 
be doing is looking at lower seat optiom 
the future. An optional comfort Gel sea 
already on the way but to be honest I ^ 
surprised at how comfortable the stMd. 

seat was. With my short legs in mind al 
forgotten when I let the clutch out beca 
even at idling speeds the balance of the 
is exceptional. I was able to u turn the 
at the photoshoot points with ease wh( 
some other bikes I would be thinking £ 
making a 3 point turn. 


two trip meters, clock lacno, 
speedo, ambient temperature, 
average speed and icons for 
every changeable item on the 
bike. You can interface through 
all of the above on the dash and 
adjust it through the new switch 
blocks. MV have spent a lot of 
time trying to simplify how all 
this electronic gadgetry is adjusted 

and they have done a pretty good 

job. It still requires a little learning 
but it’s a lot better than some 
others on the market. 

The frame is typical MV with an 
ALS steel trellis set up mated to a 
set of alloy plates at the rear winch 
the swing arm and the rear of the 
bike hang off. The design critena for 
, was to make the bike lightest in class, 

but on the other hand very stable. I 

say that the designers did a very good 
ping the bike short for nimbleness but 
g enoi^h trail in the front geometry 
, it rock solid at road speeds we can t 
> under Australian conditions. 





It was 27 ambient degrees in the traffic and 
our group of ten or so riders had to mmeuver 
at car pace so as not to get lost m that fet 
30km. It was good to see the temperature 
stay stable and there were no overheatog 
issues at all. In fact I am happy to report over 
the whole day with two groups of heavy 
fisted journalists, there was not one problem. 

In the traffic the clutch take off pomt took 
a little getting used to initially but I soon 
adapted to it. I also found that this motor 
really likes to lug, it’s certainly not a rev 
moniter. It was a little rough nght dom m 
the rev range but as soon as 
to my custom map setting and ffie 

throttle sensitivity to a softer setting. 

It smoothed that area right out and it was ou 
of my mind from that point on. As we headed 
out of the traffic and into the h^t P^^reallv 

switchbacks just above b^icem»lr^y 

started to appreciate the lightness of the bike. 
Sffie pliei. fitted and for the first time 
on a bike fitted with panniers I can say I was 
unaware they were there. 


The Brembo brakes front and rear are 
matched to Nissin master cylinders which 
seemed strange to me so I asked hea 
tech Brian Gillen as to the reasoning. He 
said it was actually harder work doing it 
that way as if they got e^^’^y^ffing from 
Brembo it could come pre bled ready 
to fit but in the end there was a better 
feel with the Nissin Brembo mix set-up 
so they decided on that. I concur that 
the brake feel from the front is brilliant 
with great modulation and good stopping 
power. I found the rear to be a bd too 
aggressive for me and felt the ABS 
cutting in every now and then saving 

“"«whe.i got. li«l. heavy footed. 

ABS is not adjustable and set at a touting 
level which means it activates a little 
earlier than a sports bike. I hke 

to see MV put a sport setting for ABS 
next year but with the new technology 
nowadays it’s just a matter of them 
making a program and flashing it on to 

the ECU. 
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bike launch 

MV AGUSTA TOURISMO VELOCE 


Through the twisty section I left the 
map on touring with 90HP and t^chon cm 
full which was setting 8. 1 was ve^ happy 
with the traction as it didn’t mterfere an 
acts very smooth. I could certain y ee 

Lexm safety esp.ci.ll, as l.»ted, he 

tight hairpin comers. Usmg the clutch less 
gear change system is a godsend. I am 
Led to the system from my raang days 
and it has a valuable place on the road. It 
allows you to keep full grip on the bars 
for longer and save energy m your clutch 
arm as you are not “"^antly 'isin^lt the 
the first 100km stint of tight stuff I felt the 
rear end was a bit soft. At one pomt we 
stopped and I added some Preload with 

the hand adjuster and that to^Lik' It 
a little but it still felt loose in the back At 
lunch I added one full turn of rebound and 
it transformed the rear end and made the 
bike feel very stable and sure footed. 

The run back down the hill towards Nice 
was fast and flowing and the rear suspension 
changes I made before lunch were really 


workii^ well. The bike was super stable 

through very fast sweepers and you only 

had to think where you wanted d ^ ^ 

it would be there. It’s the type of bike that 
allows you to go in to a comer too deep, 
squeeze the brake, lean and re-ad]ust your 

toe to stay on your side of the road. At te 

point I want to say the Pirelli Scorpion Trad 
Les performed well and I was surpnsed at 
St how much grip they offered considermg 

they are not a Sport tyre. 

More traffic on the run back to the hotel 
and a nice ride along the beach front took 
away any dispersions about the sex appea 
with lots of bystanders ogtog as we passed 
bv My bottom was surpnsmgly shll pam 
free ato I had just had a brilliant day ntog 

ft™sha..F,»chAlps.Tob.l.„„«I.» 

lucky to be testing tbis bike m Europe 
was able to put her through her paces but o 
the other hand ride sedately at hmes. Now 
if only I can talk the Austrahan importer 
Urban Motorcycles in to a long term tes . 

Sounds fair to me... • _ 








li 2015 MV AGUSTA 
I TOURISMO VELOCE 


engine 

Type: , Liquid-cooled, 
12-valve three-cylinder 
inline 

Capacity: 798cc 
Bore X stroke: 79nnnn x 
54.3 mm 

Compression ratio: 12.2.1 
Fuel system: Electronic 
fuel injection 
PERFORMANCE 
Claimed maximum power: 
(81kW) at 10,000rpm 
Claimed maximum 
torque: 83Nm at 
8,000rpm 
transmission 
Type: Six-speed 
Clutch: Wet multi disc 
slipper clutch 
Final drive: Chain 
CHASSIS AND 

running gear 

1 Frame: Steel Trellis 

Front suspension: upside 
; down Marzochi fork, 


telescopic 

Rear suspension: sachs 
multi adjustable mono 
shock 

Front brakes: Dual 
320mm discs with four- 
piston monoblock Brembo 
calipers 

Rear brake: 220mm disc 
Tyres: 120/70-17 front, 
190/55-17 rear 

dimensions and 

CAPACITIES 

Claimed dry weight : 
191kg 

Seat height: 850mm 
Wheelbase: 1460mm 
Fuel capacity: 22 litres 
OTHER STUFF 
Price: $ 

Standard spec. 

Colours: silver, Avio 
Gray„Red Silver 
Bike supplied by: MV 
Agusta, Urban Imports 




ATTENTION ALL BIKERS 


WISHING TO RIDE THE SPECTACULAR ROADS OF AMERICA 
AND AHEND SOME OF THE MOST EXCITING MOTORCYCLE RALLIES. 
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we are now taking expressions of interest for Sturgis 
2016.... yes 2016foiiowing on from the ‘ seii out ‘ of our 2015 ride, we have aiready received enquiries for 

201 6 so if you missed out on a piace in 201 5, then enquire and book now for the 201 6 ride. Our ride 

commences in Sin City Las Vegas before taking a spectacuiar 6 day ride towards Sturgis. Aiong the way we 
take in some of Americas most incredibie scenery, The Grand Canyon, Monument Vaiiey, Foiiow the Coiorado 
River through amazing gorges and canyons, cross the Rockies at 1 3,000 feet, and take in the sights from 
the top of the worid. in Sturgis attend 5 crazy days of ceiebration of the biker iifestyie, ride the roads of the 
Biack Hiiis. . . .just made for bikes, visit Mt Rushmore. . . .and afterwards ride to Sait Lake to spend a day on 
the Sait Fiats made famous by the worids fastest indian at Bonneviiie Speed Week it is truiy amazing. 


DAYTONA BIKE WEEK S016 


aiready we are seeing a iot of interest for the Daytona 201 6 ride and we 
have opened our bookings for this ride eariy. The Raiiy is heid in March and 

we are usuaiiy soid out by November of the previous year so book now to 

attend one of Americas most iconic motor cycie raiiies. On this ride you visit 
Nashviiie, Jack Danieis Distiiiery, Memphis home of the Biues, New Orieans, 
and ride aiong the spectacuiar Guif Coast to Fiorida and on to Daytona. 
Daytona js known as the City of Speed, and we visit the most famous and 

Harg^t of aii Speedways The Daytona Speedway for a spectacuiar night 

caii or emaii now for further information. 


MAN 




....Every biker knows about the thriiis and excitement of 
this incredibie and historic event, in 2016 we wiii have very 
iimited pieces for approx 20 customers to travei to this 

event which words cannot describe so caii now and 

reserve your piace to avoid missing out. 



. . . .What we can we say about this 
iconic ride across Americas Main 
Street, the Mother Road. . . .why not 
join one of our many departures 
throughout 2015/2016 



....Elite Special 

Event Tours is the expert in riding American Roads, so if you and a few mates 
want to just get away and ride together and not as a group, then we can assist. 
We can book your bike pick up and drop off, arrange accommodation along the 
way if wanted, supply of daily run sheets and suggested routes so that you don’t 
miss the best roads and sights, we can do all the planning for your route We 
handle all the insurances on the bike and also your own travel insurance. . ..we 

can even book your air flights so if you and a few mates want to or if you 

just want to get away on your own we can help. . ..just call for more information 
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LEEBENGTHEREm 


See our website or call our 1300 number 

PHONE: 1300884891 • www.eliteset.com.au 


elite 




SPECIAL FEATURE 



Aprilia Racing 


Rangeley 


When it comes to the 
racetrack, Aprilia have 


always had the ability 
to think outside the 
square... and with that 
very mentality has come 
great successl 

A prilia may have begun existence 
selling bicycles way back m 

the mid-‘40s led by company 

founder Cavaliere Alberto Beggm at 

the little factory in Noale Italy, but 
think it’s fair to say they’ve come a long 
way since. When Alberto’s son Ivano 
Beggio took the reins of the company 
. o J their very first 


horizontally. The debut tor the r^aicai 
all-new Aprilia was on March 23rd at 
Kyalami in South Africa, where Lons 
RLgiani finished 12th after qualifying 
.1 PTii. \ „ \7par nroeressed the bike 


The following year was an eye opener 
for the Italian manufacturer, one tot 
resulted in a steep learning 
newly developed engine couldn t keep 
up with its Japanese competitors and the 
best result for Reggiani would be fourth 
in Brno. Although it was also the year 
they began development of a bike for the 
125CC cLs, kicking off what would be a 
string of very successful years for Aprilih- 
In its first year Corrado Catalano ro e 
bike to victory in France and recorded the 
fastest time in Yugoslavia. It was clear to 
not only Aprilia, but to many m the race 
paddock, they were witnessmg the sta 
of something very special. 

Aprilia continued their development 
of their 125 project the following year 
and enjoyed some excellent results with 
several podium finishes. Twelve months 
later we saw the re-launch of Aprilia 
Racing, with a complete restructure 
of the racing department, mcludmg 
much needed funds. The bikes rvere ^ 
entrusted to external teams with dire 
support from Aprilia and again enjoyed 


50cc motorcycle, the real tuture 
Aprilia was born. And now, almost fifty 
years after they built that very first 
motorcycle, the Italian marque remains 
one of the leading manufacturers m the 
world market, let alone their amazing 
achievements in racing. And most would 
agree that some of the most recognisable 
names in racing are synonymous with 
the name Aprilia. 

It was in 1977 that Ivan Alborghetti 
from Milan in Italy first put AprUia on 
the racing map with victory m the 125cc 
and 250cc motocross championship . 
it was the big stage they were hop^ ^ 
gain success, and they soon did with their 
i,.trn3nction to the Motorcycle Grand 










SPECIAL FEATURE 

Aprilia Racing 




success with some podium finishes. But 
was in 1991, after the 250cc motorcycle was 
radically changed as was the name from 
API to the RS250V, when Aprilia turned the 
comer to what would be a very memorable 
few years. 

The new Aprilia soon proved to be an 
exceptional motorcycle with Reggiam takmg 
third place at Laguna Seca and Jerez whdst 
Pierfrancesco Chili finished third at the Sa 
Marino circuit of Misano. Everyone cou d feel 
victory was close, and it finally eyntuated 
at the historical Assen Circuit, ® by the 
Chili on the privateer motorcycle. At th 
following round which was held at the Pau 
Ricard cfrcuit, Reggiani also gained a victory. 
Max Biaggi also won the European title on 
board the RS250V. It was also the same 
year of Aprilia’s first victory m the 125cc 
class with Alessandro Gramigm winning 
in Czechoslovakia, where he beat Lons 
Capirossi and Debbia to the flag. 

With victory in the air, the next season 
was always going to be a successful one 


for Aprilia, and it was! Not only did they 
win the World Trials Championship with 
the Aprilia Climber, it was just a few ^ays 
later that they won their first W^orld Grand 
Prix Championship with Alex Gr^migm m 
the 125CC class. The RS250V at the hands 
of Reggiani was also performing above 
expectations and by the fourth round of 
the championship, he was ahead m t e 
standings. The privateer team was also 
competlive with Chili and Biaggi the riders. 
At the Hockenheim round, Biaggi qualified 
in pole position while Reggiani set the fastest 
lap of the race. But it was the race result 
which soon sent a shockwave through the 
field, proving that Aprilia had now become 
a feared and worth adversap? in a field 
full of Japanese machines. Apnha took al 
three steps on the 250cc podium with Chill 
finishing first, Biaggi second and Reggimi 
third Chili went on to win at Assen and 
Donnington while Reggiani took victory 
at Magny Corns. The season culminated 
at Kyalami which saw another all Apnha 




podium made up of Biaggi, Reggiani and 
Chili Meanwhile back in Europe, ani 
took victory in the 250cc class aboard 

another Aprilia. . 

It was clear everything was startmg to 
fall into place, and the hard work leadmg 
up over the past few years was finally 
bringing results. And this was illustrated 
even further in 1994 when Apnha won 
both the 125CC World Championship 
and the 250cc World Championship. The 
official team comprised of Biaggi, Ruggia 
and Bayle who had all been given a newly 
developed RS250 which proved to be 
strong from the first test. Biaggi began 
fightog for the title right from the outset 
of the season against the Honda nders ^ 
Capirossi and Okada. He secured victo y 
in Australia, Malaysia, Netherlands and 
the Czech Republic. In the 125cc class 
it was the Japanese rider Kazuto Sakata 
who led the field on his Apriha with 
victories in Austria and Spain as well as 
coUecting points in nearly every raceMn 
the 1994 season Aprilia took eigh p 
positions and nine fastest lapsMt was a so 
the year we saw them make their debut 
in the SOOcc premier class ndden by oris 
Reggiani who secured 7 points that season. 

Aprilia was now the dominant force 
in both the 125cc and 250cc classes, 
and the following year was no different. 

Max Biaggi continued his wiming ways 
with grand prix victories m Malaysia 
Germany, Italy, Netherlands, England 
Czech Republic and Argentina. He a 
secured 10 pole positions, the most 
in a single year for the manufacturer 
And it only got better from there with 
another 125cc World Championship 
and Manufacturer’s title in 1997, than s 
of course to their new Italian recrah, 
Valentino Rossi. Rossi dominated the 
125CC class that year with 11 victories m 
15 races. It was also a successful year m 
the 250CC class with new riders Tetsuya 
Harada and Loris Capirossi which went 
down to the final race of the season. 
Harada was actually in contention for 
the world title, yet despite his efforts m 
Australia, he was unable to take victoy 

and finished second in the champions ip 

overall. And in the big boy’s class the 
Aprilia SOOcc machine took their first 
podium finish with Doriano Romboni 
riding at the historic Assen circuit. 

I tSink it’s fair to say the 1998 season 

was one of real triumph. The official 
Aprilia team, consisting of Lons Capiross , 
Testuya Harada and Valentmo Rossi, by 
season’s end had won 13 consecutive 
races, leaving only the opening race 
in Japan to the competitors. Lons 



fTHE ORIGINAL APRILIA 250 
WAS BUILT WITH A DOUBLE- 
\SIDEn ALLOY BEAM FRAME,, 
OOUPLEO WITH MABZOCCni 
yORKS ANO A REAR SHOCH 
MABSORBER MOONTEO ON A 
mPRO -LEVER RISING PLATE 

^^SUSPENSION system! 


to 111, including five Superbike 
wins. Yet it was in the 2002 season 
of world motorcycle racing that 
Aprilia would etch their name in 
history. That little marque from the 

Veneto region of northern Italy 

won four of the six available World 

Championships on offer. They won 

both the Manufacturer titles in the 
125CC and 250cc classes and two 

rider titles with Marco Melandnm 

the 250 class and Arnaud Vincent 
in the 125 class. They were 

comprehensive results too with 
the 125 machines winning eight 
out of the sixteen races on offer, 
but it was the supremacy of the 
250 that was simply crushing ■ 

to their opponents winning an ■ 
incredible 14 of the 16 races. ■ 

The two stroke machines from ^ 

Aprilia’s Noale Racing Section 

dominated on the world and m tl 

process boosted the number of World 
for Anrilia to 21. And 


World Championship ahead of ^ 
other team mates (Capirossi; 224 Rossn 
201 Harada; 200). The superiority ot the 
Aprilia 250 was such, that every step of 
the podium was occupied by Apnha rider 
four times that season as well as achieving 
13 pole positions and 13 fastest laps. It was 
Valentino’s time to shine the foUowmg year 

when he rode the RSW250. The Italian 

combination won nine races on their way 
another Manufacturers title for Apnha and 
a World Championship title for Rossi. 

The turn of the century saw Apnha 

again enter the World Superbike 

Championship where they were able to 
showcase their technology along with 
everything learned from their expenence 
in MotoGP. Australian Troy Corser wa 
chosen to ride the RSVIOOO and managed 
to notch up five impressive victones in his 
first season along with four ^ 

They also picked up another 1 c 
Championship with Roberto Locate i, 
although it wasn’t the same story with the 
SOOcc project, which Aprilia scrapped that 
year to focus their energy and investment 
into the 2002 MotoGP class which would 

' now feature lOOOcc four-strokes. 
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Aprilia Racing 



■ lAlessandro Gramigm 

• Kazuto Sakata 

1 1 ^Valentino Rossi _ 

< Kazuto Sdkatd _ 

11 §RobertoLocatelli _ 
i B %Arnauci Vincent 
^^B Alvdro Bautista 
1 ^^Gdbor Talmacsi 


^MJulisn Simon 
^Nicolas Teroi 


125CC and 250cc World Championsh^s 
along with both Manufacturer titles. That 
particular season will be remembered 
by the continuous domination of two 
pLicular riders, Alvara Bautista m the 
125 class and Jorge Lorenzo m the 250 
class. Bautista became world champion 
at the Phillip Island circuit in Australia 

lere no A^a 125 had ever crossed the 

line in first place before. This marked a 
special moment for Aprilia as Bauhsta w J 
Lo the first Spanish rider to win a World 
Championship for Aprilia. The 250 class 
also only featured one real protagonist, 

Jorge Lorenzo of Team Fortuna Apnha. 

The rider from Palma de Majorca in Spam 
placed his seal on the 250cc class by 
qualifying in pole position 11 times an 
winning eight of the season s ra . 
second half of the 2006 championship, 
Lorenzo proved amazingly . 

winning three races in a row, ” *6 Cz“ 
Republic, Malaysia and Australia. Whh 
pole positions in just one season, he broke 
the record established by Anton Mang 
back in 1981. 

Aprilia then went on to succeed at 
formidable task, defending the thles 

they won the previous year. In the 250cc 
class the winner was once agam Jorge 
whilst the Hungarian Gabor Talmasci was 
crowned World Champion m *e 125c 
class, confirming the superb talent of the 
rider from Eastern Europe. Success wa 
now seeming inevitable for Apnha, and 
in 2007 they mathematically conquered 
the 125cc constructor’s title at Misano, 
with an incredible five races remammg. It 
was also the same day *at Mattia ea^ 
Aprilia’s 100th victory m the 125cc clas . 
By the conclusion of the season, Apnha 
had won 14 out of 17 races, a new re“^^ 
• uictorv snroassme Honda s 19^ 


a v-twin, it was more than compeuuv. 
and allowed Jerome Giraudo to push i 
to an historic World Championship m the 
S2 category. Success back m road-racing 
Luld ia7n be felt in 2005 where Apnlm 
were more than competitive and achieved 
numerous victories. The 250 World 
Championship ended with Aprfia m secon 
place for the Manufacturers title while 
Australian legend Casey Stoner was tte 
best of the riders coUechng five race wms 
aboard the RSW 250, more than any other 
Australian had won in a single 250 season. 

He was competing for the htle rig t nP^ ^ 
the end too where he just missed out after 
crashing on the exit of MG Comer at Philhp 
Maud. He also scored his first GP victory on 
an Aprilia in 2003. And how can we forget 
the brilliant victory from fellow “mpatn 

Anthony West in the wet at Assenm 200 . 

That was something special ^ ^tcte 

T„ onoA Anrilia again took home both the 


of this there was also tne eigm oup.. ...... 

victories, seven Superbike Superpoles and 
16 European titles (six m 125cc racing a 

ten in the 250cc category). 

The next year was no different with 
again more success in the form of three 
world titles, but it was m 2003 when 
Aprilia entered the premier class of 
MotoGP where they were hoping or 
similar success. It wasn’t to be and it 
was soon clear the manufacturer had 
underestimated the difficulty of the mam 
class The RS Cube began the season well 
the hands of Colin Edwards and Nonyuki 
SLnchi.ctad.d.h.fas«kp-»»ns 
the French GP, but it wasn’t to be a very 

successful year. 

Feeling a little disiUusioned, m 2004 
Aprilia turned some of their attention back 
to off-road racing, and made a successfu 
return to the Supermotard category with a 
(t. innovative p.o)ect,tteSXV.F« 


125IX CLASS 


Alvara 

I25cc 


Melandri tearing it up 





1992 125cc Rider’s Champion 
Alessandro Gramigni 


taking advantage of the newly introduced 
^Claiming Rule Team’ category ^^'ch 
encouraged independent teams with lower 
Sets to use bikes from manufacturers 
not officially involved m MotoGP. 

TheysapplioJRSV4SBK-derived 

„a Us ™d., art (ApnUa Raang 

Technology) name to Aspar Racing, 

tod MotSports and Speed Master teams 

In both the 2012 and 2013 seasons, tiie 
Aprilia’s stood out from the rest as the 
best CRT bikes. And in 2015, Apnha will 
return to the world championship with a 
factory team. 

They also took out World Superbike 
Manufacturers Championship m 2010, 201. 
2013 and 2014 while Max Biaggi secme 

Sder Championship tides in 2010 and 

2012 It was also the taste of sweet vie ory 
Svlvain Guintoli in the Riders Championsh 


nany advanced technologies for the 

L including ride-by-wire throttle and 

pneumatic valve actuation systems, yet 
it never achieved the heights they were 
hoping for and eventually led to Apnha 

pulling out of the class. 

^ It was also interesting in that their 500 
was barely over 400cc, and something 
they noticed at Donginton Park was that 
their fastest lap in the 250 class was only 
a tenth slower than their fastest l^P ^ 

500 class. I think this is why their 250twms 
were so popular, with lOOhp Md a tau 
chassis they were rewarding bikes to ride. 
S:r„„ "■>“ like U,ris cepndoe,., 

Valentino Rossi, Marco Melandri and 
Jorge Lorenzo graduated from these bikes 
to tL top class. Biaggi was another one 

with a year on a Honda in beseem 

The great news is that Apnha recently 
reioined the MotoGP class in 2012 by 
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was part 
• Team. , 


Testuya Harada ^ 
the official Apri^^® 


SPECIAL FEATURE 

Aprilia Racing 


250CC CLASS 


April id RSW 250 


1 iMax Biaggi 


y 


Aprilia RSW 250 


M iMax Biaggi 


Aprilia RSW 250 




I iMax Biaggi 


Aprilia RSW 250 


l/_or/s Capirossi 


Aprilia RSW 250 


I Mvalentino Rossi 


Aprilia RSW 250 


1 MMarco Melandri 


Aprilia RSW 250 


Manuel Poggiali 


Aprilia RSW 250 


orae Lorenzo 


Aprilia RSW 250 


orae Lorenzo 


MmiHiCWRERS CHAMPIONSHIPS 




"””■ 


20 «, 7007 , 7000 , 7000 , 7077 . 




2010 


Aprilia RSV4 Factory 


I iMax Biaggi 


2012 


Aprilia RSV4 Factory 


■ ^Quiwain Guintoli 


oni d 


WOHLD SUPERBIKE MANUFACTURERS 
WmPIONSHIP 

2010 , 2012 , 2013 , 2014 





Stoner in 


seems 


r 




As you can see in the feature. I’ve 
mainly concentrated on Apnlia’s 
success upon the world stage o 
MotoGP and World Superbikes. 01 
course they’ve also been involved over 
the years at the Isle of Man, although 
for some reason they haven’t been 
able to transfer the same success to 
the mountain course, only picking 
; up three top ten finishes in its 108 

year history. They even featured 

recently when Norton returned to the 
Isle in 2012 when they built a bike 
featuring a Spondon chassis, Ohhns 

suspension, Brembo brakes, and in 

cooperation with the Aprilia factory, 

it was powered by an RSVV4 engine. 

1 +V.P rare track 


where Aprilia have excelled. At last count, 
the Italian manufacturer have no[*^P 
an impressive 143 250cc and 151 125cc 
GP Victories with Jorge Lorenzo and Nico 

Terol being the lastWorldGP Champions 

on Aprilia. They’re impressive results no 
matter how you look at it, and d anyftmg, 
aU this success has proven benefiaal for 
us mere mortals with the bikes being put 
into production. Aprilia’s RSV4 superbike 
is probably the best example, even 
the Factory model now available off the 
showroom floor. And they definitely 
know how to produce great looking bikes 

especiaUy thel25 and 250cc Biaggi rephcas. 

Whether you’re an Aprilia fan or no , 
been an impressive ride up unffl now, and 





Eldorado 


The new _ 
is a sweet “ 
American styled 
cruiser with a J 
heavy Italian^M 
accent... 


feature by Roland BrownI 
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BIKE LAUNCH 

MOTO GUZZI ELDORADO 


10 many people the name Eldorado 
probably brings to mind a mythica 
South American city of gold, rather 
I short-lived Moto Guzzi model 

the early Seventies. But even to 

rcyclists who don’t recall that ongmal 
- V-twin, the name seems appropriate 
new bike that, with its generous helping 
rome, is designed to add some sparkle 
damour to the Italian firm’s range. 

new Eldorado follows its namesake 
eing based on Guzzi’s California, 
having links with the Golden State 
er than South America. The old model 
developed from the original 757cc 
fornia, whose origins were as a machine 
eloped in conjunction with the Los 
mles Police Department. The newcomer 
Led on the current 1400 California, and 
3 shaped by Miguel Galluzzi’s team at the 

Group’s Advanced Design Centre m 

sadena in Los Angeles. 


With its high, pulled-back bars white-wall 
tyres, footboards and plenty of chrome, 
tL Eldorado sits somewhere between the 
California Touring and Custom models, 

lacking the screen and luggage of the 

Touring but with a more laid-back look and 
character than the Custom. Its engine is 
an identical 1380cc, 90-degree transverse 
V-twin whose big aircooled cylinders Jick 
out underneath a shapely fuel tank which, 
in this bike’s case, has pinstripes and shiny 
chromed panels on its sides. 

It’s a classy looking bike, sharmg 

details such as the intricately *nped hea 
with its LED running lights, and °tes 

of its own including the wraparound fenders 
and chromed rear light. At 314kg it s hea^ 
but its seat is low at just 740mm, so it s ea y 
to get both feet on the ground as you hre up 
the engine, which sends the bike rocking to 
L right in trademark Guzzi fashion as you 
pull in the clutch and blip the throttle. 


The aircooled, shaft-drive engine is 
unchanged from California 
from minor fuel mapping 

change its maximum output of 96b p 

6500rpm. Despite the traditional layout 
it’s a respectably modern device, with 
ride-by-wire throttle control, three engine 
maps - Veloce, Turismo and Pioggia, 
or Fast, Touring and Rain - plus cruise 
control and a three-way adjustable 
traction control system. 

It’s such a gentle, softly tuned lump tha 
you could happily use the most aggressive 
Veloce all the time, but Turismo gives a 
slightly softer delivery that works well at slow 
spleds. (Pioggia cuts power so really is just 
fOT the wet.) Guzzi developed a new rubber- 
mounting system for the California and the 
A. very low ,..s 

big motor jumps about in the frame, but when 
you pull away it magically becomes smoother 
to give a very shake-free nde. 
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A very relaxed and rider-friendly 
one, too, because the big V-twin is very 
flexible, pulling crisply almost from 
idle, and churning out its impressive < 
maximum torque output (120N.n^ a 
just 2750rpm. The six-speed gearbox 
was slightly clonky but I rarely needed 
to trouble the heel-and-toe lever on t 


STRAIGHT-LINE PERFORMANCE 
IS ALMOST IDENTICAL TO THAT 
OF THE CALIFORNIA, INCLUDINi 
^14 THE TALL TOP GEAR WHICH h 
^ REALLY AN OYERORRIE ANL 

GIVES A VERY RELAXED ANii 
[LONG-LEGGED CRUISING FEEL. 


road that curves along the lake near 

Guzzi’s base at Mandello del Lario, 

where the Eldorado rumbled along 
effortlessly in fourth or fifth, feeling 
effortlessly smooth and grunty. 

Straight-line performance is almost 
identical to that of the California, mcludmg 
the tall top gear which is really an 
overdrive and gives a very relaxed and 
long-legged cruising feel. The big ifferen 

is that this bike has no screen, so the 

upright riding position means there s plenty 
of wind in your chest. That was fme on a 
mild day in northern Italy but mevitab y 
the Eldorado can’t match the Cali for long- 
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MOTO GUZZI ELDORADO 





MOIODUZZI 


!!? mold^o’-Lgree transverse V-twin 
Calve arrangement High cam, four valves 
per cylinder 

DISPLACEMENT 

1380CC 

bore X STROKE 

104 X 81.2mm 

COMPRESSION RATIO 

10.5:1 

Magned M^relli fuel-injection with ride- 

M/i^IMUM power 

96bhp @ 6500rpm 

M^IMUM TORQUE 

120N.m @ 2750rpm 

CLUTCH 

Dry single-disc ^ 

TRANSMISSION 

6-speed, shaft 

SSkTlSt-e., adjustments 

for preload 

Tw° foTiSn Brembo radial calipers, 
320mm discs with ABS 

KisSC Brembo caliper, 282mm disc 
with ABS 

front wheel 

3 50 X 16in; wire spokeo 

REAR WHEEL 

5.50 X 16in; wire spoked 

130/90 X 16in Dunlop American 

?8^65 X 16in Bonlop Ameren 
Rake/trall38 degrees/144mm 

wheelbase 


WHEELBASE 

1695mm 

SEAT HEIGHT 

740mm (720mm optional) 

FUEL CAPACITY 

20.5 litres 

KERB WEIGHT 

314kg (tank empty) 


distance ability, though it can be fitted with 

three sizes of screen as an accessory. 

Guzzi’s big V-twins have generally handled 
pretty well over the years, and that s true 
of the Eldorado, which also shares most o 
its chassis spec with the Califorma Tourmg. 

The difference is in its wheels, where it as a 
pair of wire-spoked ead 

Lli’s cast wheels and 18-mch front, 16m rear 

combination), and wears Dunlop Amencan 
white-wall rubber, the rear a narrower 
180/65 instead of 200 -sechon tyre. 

That possibly gives slightly lighter ^eemg^ 
and the Eldorado cornered well enoi^gh to be 
fun on the hilly roads around Mandello. It s 
a big, heavy and long bike, with kicked-out 
front forks, but the wide bars gave enoug 
leverage to make it easy to crank it even into 
the tighter turns. And although it ran out of 

ground clearance long before those white- 

walls ran out of grip, it cornered hard enoug 
to be fun, and gave plenty of wammg via the 

footboards’ plastic scrapers. 

Ride quality was good, helped y 
well-padded seat, despite a less than 
generous 120mm of suspension travel at 
Lch end. There was plenty of stopping 
power, too, thanks to big 320mm front discs 
and Brembo four-pot calipers, backed up by 
an efficient ABS system -although, like th 
California, not by an old-style Guzzi linked 
system. That meant I had to lift my foot 
off the board to reach the rear brake 
pedal and add some help from the 
third disc. 

Ail in all the Eldorado was a 
very pleasant bike on which to 
cruise along that lakeside road, 


to scratch round a few haiipins, and to park 
up at the lunch stop and admire its classic y 
h^dsome lines. I’d be slightly concerned 
about the longevity of those chromed tank 
panels (which might get rubbed by your 

Les),,«d=.enft.pjsm2.*f™ 


knees), and even the pmsmpes, — “j'' 
coated stickers rather than pamt, but fmish 
quality generally seemed good. 

c,.. mna distances most riders would 


lality geneictiiy 

For long distances most riders would 
probably prefer the California Tourmg, 
which is better equipped although 
inevitably more expensive. But the 
newcomer can gain practicality wi 
accessories including leather panniers, 
heated grips and GPS kit, as well as the 
screen and wind deflectors. There s also a 
version of Piaggio’s Media 
gives smartphone connechvity and a ra g 
of functions from route recording to finding 
the nearest filling station. 

The Eldorado’s substantial price puts i 
in direct competition with some senous 
opposition including Harley’s Softail which 
has an inbuilt American glamour of its 
own. But the big Guzzi has its own unique 
appeal for those who prefer their shiny, 
Idd-back, American styled V-twm with an 
Italian accent, m 
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sphd&easyJ 

C SHIFT 


ADVANCE ESTERS'FOR FAST SMOOTH SHIFTING 


Full Power Katana is a'lOO% synthetic, ester-based lubricant for 4-stroke motorcycles, designe^tcfeeliver good 
sports riding performance on the road. The "speed & easy shift" innovation will transform yourfl'ding experience 
Gear changes are fast and smooth; you will discover pure riding pleasure and faster acceleration. 


pCTpD \ The Speed & Easy Shift 


i innovation will trartjfbrm 
your riding experience: 
Formulated to cope with 
high r.p.m. engines 

★ Gear changes are fast 
and smooth 
Riding pleasure 
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BIKE TEST 

Ducati Multistrada 1200 





I n such a competitive market, once again 
with the new Multistrada, Ducati haw 
tound a way to raise the bar. It was 
Dack m 2010 when they transformed the 
world of high-performance adventure- 
touring motorcycles with the release 
of the Multistrada. With various riding 
modes, a powerplant producing ISObhp 

presented in a sharp styling package, they 
set a standard for others to follow ^ 
Sure the adventure bike market has 
always been existent, but never more 
so than today with so many different 
motorcycles available. Seeing potential 
rival manufacturers joined the ‘sports 
adventure’ class, especially recently with 
motorcycles like the KTM 1290 Super 
Adventure or BMWs SIOOOXR, 
instantly making the Multistrada 
1200 look a little tired and 

outdated. It did receive the major 

update of Skyhook semi-active 
suspension a couple of years back, 
ut with a much more comprehensive 
upgrade, the 201.S 


Looking at the 160bhp its 
aforementioned rivals produce, Ducati’s 

Wbhp to match. But the most important 
odihcation is the new top-end, featuring 

Desmodromic Variable Timing (DVT) 

which means the cam times changes 
continually allowing for optimum 
performance through the entire rev-range 
It s also much smoother in its power 
delivery too. 

And the upgrades don’t only include 
the motor, there’s been some extensive 
upgrades to the electronic system as well 
As before there are two models, the 

the 

1200S Both models again feature the 

and Urban, although the ‘S’ model now 

to that fitted to the 1299 Panigale. This 
allows for an uprated Skyhook semi-active 
suspension system, new cornering ABS 
and cornering headlight functions. I think 
1 11 have to sort out a test 


the ‘S’ model just to see what that the 
new headlight system is like, with it 
apparently being activated with one of the 

the P r® “ggered by 

e combination of speed and lean angle^ 
Sounds interesting doesn’t it? And from 
what I ve heard is quite effective 

The screen has also been modified 

to be easily changed on the move with 
the use of one hand by pinching and 
iding the locking mechanism. The seat 
IS accommodating with a height that can 
be adjusted to suit from 825-854mm 
which means shorter riders can now ^njoy 
the Multi. The LCD information panel 
provides all the useful information but 
can get a little hard to read when the sun 
irect y hits it, although the panel on the 
model IS much more colourful and 
easier to read at a glance. 

th;^ f “P “n feel 

that traditional v-twin rumble, and the 

seat is large and comfortably padded 
another important feature for long- ’ 




As mentioned before, the Multistrada 
ill features four riding modes, although 
ow they’re much easier accessed via a 
[edicated button on the left switch block 
>ersonally I had it in Sport mode most of 
he time which some might find » 

;harp for around town, but a quick flick 
through the modes while on the move can 
have you dropping it into Touring as soon 
as the weather turns foul like it did for me 
when I was heading down the coast towards 
Wollongong. Obviously it makes quite a 
noticeable change to the power output, 
and each mode has more intervenhon of 
traction control etc, but once you find the 
mode that suits certain riding conditions, 
you’ll notice that you’ll oftf ^e use o ^ 

all four modes. Having said that, I 

didn’t spend much of the test ride m Enduro 
or Urban which cuts the power output 
significantly to only lOObhp 


distance motorcycles like the Multiskada. 
The upright riding position is rnore than 
comfortable and would suit riders of al 
different statures and although being 
heavier than the previous model due to the 
addition of the DVT, it’s still light in weight 
at only 232kg wet, 5kg more than before. 


Only a few minutes into the test nde 
could feel the input of tire DVT system 

which has more than succeeded in 

smoothing out the performance of the 
v-twin. Even at low rpm there is none ( 
the hunting or lashing like before and 
the Dower dehvery is crisp and precise 
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svery time you twist open the tinottle. 

And although power has never been m 
issue with the Multistrada, you will notice 
that extra lObhp, which gives it even more 
stomp. The acceleration from t!*e-ott 
is with exhilarating force and will have 
you ripping up through the POwer r^ge 
L the blink of an eye, and now with the 
added benefit of wheelie control, keeping 
it planted under quick accelerahon isn t 
a problem. Having said that, if you don t 
ntod a little front wheel lift, all the funchon 
are adjustable and also alter wth each 
riding mode. They can even be disengaged 
entirW if desired. Another great addition 
to the 2015 model is cruise control, wine 
is now standard fitment on both models, 
as are the hand guards. The particular tes 
bike we had was also fitted with heated 
handgrips, but these were an accessory. 

With all this extra performance, 
obviously they spent some time upgradmg 
the brake system to suit, achieved by 
the combination of 320mm discs and 
Brembo’s four-piston monobloc calipers 
enhanced with Bosch’s cornering ABS 
system. The ‘S’ model takes it one step 
further with larger 330mm discs being 
bitten by M50 Monobloc calipers, the 

same as the set-up on the 1299 Pamgale, 

which we feature next issue. 

Although it’s not just the changes to 
the suspension, brakes, electronics or 
engine that has made the Multistrada 

beLr to ride, it’s the little touches 

like an increase in steering lock of four 
degrees on each side, the thinner fue 
tank, which still has a 20-litre capacity 
but has been re-designed to make it 


easier to stand on the pegs while 
venturing off road. And talking about 
off-road, for in increased performanc 
the Multistrada now sports a 265mm 
diameter rear brake disc and slight y 
higher ground clearance at 180mm. 

But If you do intend to take your 
Multi off-road more than usual, 
like many of their model range, 

Ducati have four different packs 
available, with the Enduro Pack 

including a bash-plate, auxiliary 

lights and some Touratech parts 
such as engine bars, radiator 
guard, off-road footrests and a larger 
sidestand base. It’s the perfect addition 
if you want to head bush, even if it isn t 
the Multistrada’s main design ol^ective. 
Then there’s the Sports Pack, which 
comprises a carbon fibre front guar , 
Termignoni exhaust and billet atomiu 
brake and clutch reservoir caps. The 
Touring Pack features large pamiers, 
heated grips and a centre-stand while 
finally the Urban Pack includes a top- 

box ith room for two full-fa^ 

a semi-rigid tank bag plus a USB hu 
powered by one of the Multi s 12V 
power sockets. That’s right, two 12V 
Mckets, which will more than come m 
handy on those long trips when you can 
find a power source. The Multistrada 
is also wired for the Ducati Multimedia 
system which provides smartphone 
connectivity via Bluetooth. Of ““se 
like always, you can mix and match th 
four different packs available to what 
suits you most. Yet another example of 
the Multistrada’s versatility. 


m IS SUR, 
^RHGNITE so Ml 

/SAGS AGO 
^ITHITSjNITiAL 

Si 
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As mentioned before, the timing 
of these upgrades couldn’t have been 
better, especially with such a rise m 
the number of challengers in the sports 
touring market. It’s clear Ducati had 
a direction in mind with the relea®® 
of the new Multistrada, reflected by 
a statement made by project leader 
Federico Sabbioni, “We wanted to 
improve the Multistrada’s touring use 
because this is the bike from our product 

toe that we offer to that kind of rider so 

we have to pay attention to this^But at 
the same time it must remam a Ducati, 
so it has to be the highest performing 
bike in its segment. That’s why we 


decided to keep the 17-inch front 
wheel, to maintain the superb handlmg 
and high-speed stability. Also w y 
we increased top power from 150 to 
160bhp. That’s not the most important 
part of the project but we tried to push 
the boundaries in every direction. 

I think it’s fair to say Ducati have mice 
again hit the mark with the new 2015 
Multistrada 1200, yet another iinpressive 
motorcycle in their latest range, e er 

make a phone , call and organise the 

1200 ‘S’ ^ '1 foratestnde.^. 

A termer would 

long 

be even ^ 


M^STRmi200 
[1200S] 12015] 

uquid^ctoled 90-degree v-twin 

VALVE arrangement 

DOHC, EIGHT VALVES 

displacement 

1198CC 

bore X STROKE 
106 X 67.9MM 

COMPRESSION RATIO 

12.5:1 

carburation 

BOSCH FUEL-IN3ECnON, OVAL 
THROTTLE BODIES 

maximum power 

160BHP @ 9500RPM 

maximum torque 

136N.M @ 7500RPM 

CLUTCH 

WET MULTIPLATE 

transmission 

6-speed 

front suspension 

48MM inverted TELESCOPIC 
SACHS, 170MM TRAVEL, PRELOAD, 

( COMPRESSION AND 

damping adjustment [ELECTi^NIC 

adjustment via ducati skyhook 

SUSPENSION] 

WHEEL 

travel preload, compression 

AND REBOUND DAMPING AD3USTMEN 
fEL?Sic ADJUSTMENT VIA DUCATI 
SKYHOOK SUSPENSION] 

~ *2'*FCX^t^'^ON BREMBO RADIAL 

MmoNOBLOC CADPERS, 320MM DISC^ 

■ WITH CORNERING ABS [M50 CAUPERS, 

I 330MM DISCS] 

I Sp°“5“E™BOCAL.PE!La65MM 

DISC WITH ABS 

■ s'^oTmN^CAST ALUMINIUM 
^ 6 .Tx'?7”n-^ST ALUMINIUM 

12°70 jo^fN PIRELM SCORPION TRAIL 

S?/55"J'J7IN PIRELU SCORPION TRAIL 
II 

rake/trail 

24 DEGREES/109MM 

WHEELBASE 

1529MM 

SEAT HEIGHT 

825-845MM 

fuel capacity 

20 LITRES 

^OR^Kg'S'S dry: 232KG [235KG] 

a W^S/rngOPERCENTFULLFUELTANK 
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SUNSHINE COAST • BRISBANE • GOLD COAST 
Bfci»BiWllh.hlliRs.frnm>j#.^l'^5]K^ 




Longer term rentals available from all major cities, phone for details. 


, com.au 


iv/iotions(ass>- 

^ $289/pa"^ 

sport Attack 

TKCSO’s 
S 4 l 9 /pai'' 
Trail Attack’s 

$4l9/pai'' 

oBoen^ 


\Trekker 33 litre Hardbagi 

38pj9/oair. A 


fT^kiSo ckR 


Trekker Outb acl^ ^nt^ 

Sr 


shipping 
assic silver 
own Lie''® 


^ from 

$139 


Shop online at 


BMWR1200GS - ! 
KTM llWHd venture 
Triumpfi Tiger 800 
Suzuki V-Strom 
Hariey-DavidsoiT^ 
Suzuki DRZ40dE 


TANK BAGS • CRASH BARS • BASH PLATES 
SIDE-STAND PADS • WINDSCREENS • DRIVING LIGHTS 


www.aussiebiker.com.au f Or call us now on 07 S474 10S0 

...or visit our air-conditioned showroom at Unit 4, 15 Venture Drive, Noosaviiie, Queensiand. 










WORKSHOP 

RJAYS Motorcycle Gear 






naiigeiey 


RJAYS are a proud Australian owned 
family run business, and there's a 
good chance you're wearing some of 
their gear right now... 


MOTORCYCLE 
HELMETS, APPAREL 
& ACCESSORIES 


Rebel’ 
acket in tJ 
harly days[ 
hnd it's 
fctiii on 


LIATHERS K>" . 

I^IOlOQflKlJST Of THE M S 


lodari 


MKfsatAg^ 
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W nenever you mention motorcycle 
gear, RJAYS is definitely one 
of the brands that come first to 
mind Even better that it’s an Australian 
owned, family run business, which isn’t an 
easy feat m such a competitive worldwide 
market. With such a different climate here in 
Australia, one where we ride all year around 
hey saw the need for quality motorcycle 
apparel that would encompass our coLtiy’s 
I weather patterns, and that was an 

astomshmg 27 years ago. I 

At this time very few alternatives in 

jacket/dothing designs were available in 
Australia, mainly due to the distance from the 
major mmkets like Europe and the Americas 
So m Febniaiy 1988 the veiy first RJAYS 

the Super Tounng jacket and the traditional 
Brmdo jacket, which believe it or is stiU being 
produced tojiy as the ‘Rebel’ jacket, even sold 

! available in places such 

as ^eels Doll Baby and other fashionable 
outl^. I tl^ this veiy fact is testament to the 
qi^ty of their clothing, especially considering 
it also appeals to non-motorcyclists. 

And like most businesses, it has taken a 
lo of hard work and dedication to bring the 
WAYS brand to where it is today, espedally 
distnbutmg their jackets early in the piece 
which proved to be quite difficult. What started 


iue vanety of textile 
jackets now available 
comprehensive. 


yiiicane gloves. . . a favourite 
tor many motorcvnlista - 
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RJAYS Motorcycle Gear 


RJAYS were also among the very to to 
mtoduce the Mesh style jackets to Australia 
tor whole point of commencing the clothin; 
toe for ^ssons was to make gear that woulc 
to smted to the Australian environment 
They even went to the extent of including 
waterproof Immgs and protection at the majo: 

Aiw Ilf shoulders and elbows. 
All of these items are CE approved which 
IS the current international standard for all 

motoydeprote^ve equipment bar helmets. 

RJAYS are also the only manufacturer to 
prowde a CE approved back protector as well 
Obviously m the early years especially 
toe was the occasional item that maybe 
didn t quite last long enough or there were 
small issues that needed to be addressed. This 
has ^ been a learning curve for the company 
and today it's clear they've drawn on that 
knowledge to keep producing the top quality 

gear they re renowned for. ^ ^ 


MANDARD FOR ALL 
TIUF FQUIPMENT RAR 















RJAYS originally started as RJAYS 

Leathers before progressing into 
textile garments, gloves, footwear 
accessories and finally into helmets. 

V^en RJAYS entered the helmet market 

a httle over 10 years ago they quickly 

; lot of this had to do with the fact that their 
; helmets were simply better quality compared to 
what was available overseas. Believe it or not 
ut many of the helmets back in the day were 
prone to osmg their lining, and in some cases 
btyrofoam msert would fall out. And these 
helmete were almost double the price of the 
new RJAYS range. Not only now did RJAYS 
stock a range of styles, their helmets were 
^eat value for money and also confoimed to 
Ausri Jan StodarJ! ft was definitely a win for 
RJAYS as well as the motorcycle fraternity 

When It comes to designing new gear this 

j,f one of their biggest ch Jlenges 

s not a matter of coming up with an idea, 
ma Jig a couple of sketches and sending it off 

• -here’s a lot more 

involved than that. 

o Jiously in the early years especially, there 
was the occasional item that maybe didfr t 

that 

needed to be addressed. This has all been a 
learning mr\7P> . 
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, ''0 drawn on that knowledt 

keep pro Jdng the top quality gear they' 
renowned for. 

of a leading European designer, who has also 
worked w/tt Shark, toon »d fi,e , 
major brands in the past. He is supplied with 


a design brief of what they are basically 
lookmg for, and then he’s let loose. And 
apparently he has expressed his enjoyment 
working alongside RJAYS as he believes they 
are innovative and don’t adhere to the simple 
process of copying what’s already on the 

iS®'’ that regularly happens in 

the European and US markets. 

And most wouldn’t realise just how long 
Jd comprehensive the design stage actually 
IS. The designs can often take over twelve 
month before the product is sampled, which 
sfrjches the timeline out from start to finish 
and on-sale to about 18 months in some 
cases. IJs just illustrates the time and effort 

whkh r released, 

hich can only be a good thing. Makes it 

easier to understand why they’re range of 
gear is always such good quality. 

Personally J’ve been using JUAYS gear for 
ahnort twenty years now, including a couple 
of wet weather suits, helmets, gloves and even 
boote. In aU that time each and eveiy product 
lasted Jo j period of time and were Lays 
comfortable and practical to wear. Most of the 
people J know have also owned something 
tom RJAYS over the yearn, which leads me to 
leve that most motorcyclists would probably 
Jest to wearing RJAYS gear at some stage in 

their years spent riding. 


mm 

-2006 


— —2009 


Something else RJAYS are renowned 

using 

Jis feedback for future development. And 
as aforementioned, the staff at Cassons 
are mostly riders themselves, which 
gives them the opportunity to have their 

Jh Lf to ensure 

that they re functional and ready for 

the shelves. Basically if they wouldn’t 
wear it themselves, they won’t put it on 

the market!” They even now sell a wide 

variety of bicycle helmets with demand 
growing every month. 

With all Jis in mind, you just have to 
look at the last few years and how many 

sold^r**^* Australian government have 
sold to overseas investors. That’s why 

fr s even more important that we support 
tostrahan companies and buy products 
ike RJAYR With so much available at the 
^ internet, it’s easy 

to Jink you’re getting a better product at 
a cheaper price from somewhere in China 
or India, yet the stark reality is it will often 
be inferior quality and cheaply produced. 
Jite easy; if we keep supporting 
ustrahan owned companies, they’ll keep 

producing their products, it’s a simple ^ 

matter of supply and demand, m 
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weather gear is one 


Textile pants 
offer both ■ 


Wm mm number 
lOF STAFF, NOW AT AN I 
iAMAZING 180, WITHMm 




Howdy RJAYS - Thank 

you for making such good 
gear. I have attached pics of 
the gear that saved my skin 
when I unfortunately wrote 
my bike off recently. Thru the 
good gear I have no injuries 
even though I side-swiped 
a car at around 90km and 
landed on the road after a bit 
of a fly. . . slid and then went 
into the tumbles. It was only 
the quality of the gear that 
stopped it from being worse, 
so ril be wearing RJAYS gear 
from now on. 

Regards - Tristan Blyth 




Your gear only has to save youor^ 
to be worth the investment 








Ph:07 3869 3016 Fax: 07 3869 0704 
Order online or call direct 
Website: www.helperfornnance.com.au 
Email: helperformance@bigpond.com 


WE HAVE A LINE TO SUIT ANY CORNER 



• For all Motorcycles and Car Applications 

• Dont put up with a spongy brake lever! Firm it up and reduce 
your stopping distance! 

• ALL OUR KITS and CUSTOM LINES are manufactured with a high 
grade Stainless Steel Braided Hose, Stainless Steel Banjo’s and 
Stainless Steel Bolts with Copper Washers. 

• Add this simple upgrade to your braking system and feel the 
difference in your stopping power. 



• All our lines are manufactured in Australia and comply with 
the Australian Standard ADR 42/04 SAA, SAE, BS, JIS, DIN, ISO, 
ECE, and FMVSS 106 Approvals and are labeled accordingly. 

• Covered With A Life Time Warranty 

• From $69.95 per line Delivered 


HEL PERFORMANCE AUSTRALIA 

1 20A HOSKINS STREET, SANDGATE, OLD 401 7, AUSTRALIA 
PO BOX 1078 NATHAN ST, BRIGHTON OLD 4017, AUSTRALIA 


WHAT’S STOPPING YOU! 



WITH THE SJS 1 2V SMART START CHARGER 
AND OPTIONAL 80 PSI AIR COMPRESSOR 




Never be stranded again with 
SJS portable power in your pocket 

Jump start vehicles, charge phones, tablets, cameras etc. 
Latest Li-Po tech, 3 sizes 400, 500 & 600amp, from $109.00 RRP 
Accessory pump, anderson & cig plug adaptors available separately. 


rTTT # 


SJS Smart Start Chargers and Accessories are now available from your favourite motorcycle 
accessories dealer. Contact Kenma Australia for more information about SJS PRODUCTS 
Ph 02 9484 0777 Email: sales@kenma.com.au visit www.kenma.com.au 
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BIKE TEST 

Kawasaki W800 


, xTriC 
, - pjiotos by 


Sometimes it's a privilege to witness a 
motorcycle manufacturer paying homage 
to theirVassroots...just as Kawf^^' 
have done with their W^O, which is 
classy it should be heritage listed. 


K eeping in theme with the 

collection of modern retro bikes 
we’ve tested lately, we thought 
it a good idea to Kawasaki and 

organise a ride on their latest W80a As 
motioned in my previous editorial last 
issue, many of the leading 
have witnessed the rise in demand for 
modern retro styled motorcycles and 
with a rise in demand they’ve gone 
back to basics in the design room, and 

Kawasaki are no different. 

It was back in 1960 when the Akashi- 
based Kawasaki Aircraft Company 
acquired the Meguro motorcycle 
company, which had just obtained a 


licence to produce a copy of the SOOcc 
BSA A7. At one stage, Meguro was 
Japan’s largest motorcycle manufacturer 
during the 1950s, although as their 
models became less competitive, the 
company started running shorty of money. 
Kawasaki’s investment couldn t have 
come at a better time, enablmg them 
to launch its A7 copy as the Meguro 
K It was in 1963 when the Kawasaki 

Motorcycle Company co-purchased the 
entire company continuing 
of the Meguro K until 1965, when they 
produced the very first Kawasaki Wl. 
was a revolutionary motorcycle for its 
time, especially considering it boasted the 


largest engine displacement of any model 
manufactured in Japan. 

The Wl had a one-piece pressed 
crankshaft assembly with ball beamgs 
and one-piece connecting rods with 
needle bearings. It was a signifies 
improvement over the earlier BSA (and 
Meguro) engines which used plain insert 
type bearings and two-piece connecting 
rods. What was interesting is even thoug 
the BSA and Kawasaki 650cc engines 

were mechanically different, they oo e 

very similar in appearance. 

From the outset you could see the 
Wl Kawasaki was clearly mfluence 
by classic British road bikes, including 
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shifting with the right foot “d br^ g 
with the left. From 1966 to 1968 W1 
engines were built with a single 31mm 
Mikuni carburettor, which was only 
feasible in a straight-twm with a 36U 
crankshaft angle. Then beginning m 
1968 the WISS with two 28mm Mikuni 
carbiirettors took the place of 
Wl. It was also this year the W2 (aka 
Commander) emerged. The W2SS was 

a restyled WISS with slightly more 

horsepower, and the ^^TT ^s a high- 
pipe version with twin mufflers on the kf 
side. Although due to low sales m North 
America, the W2TT was discontinued m 
1969 with the W2SS halting production 
in 1970 before the final decision was 

Ide to axe the WISS in 1971. A lot of 

the poor result in sales was ultimately put 


down to their low levels of perfoimance 
accompanied with high levels of vib^om 
At the same time, the production of the W 
series was also ending in Japan. It wasn 
long after this Kawasaki came up with a 
formula for successful four-stroke stree 
bikes in its Z series. 

Now jump forward nearly fifty years 

later, and the latest release from Kawasaki 
in the guise of the W800 is testament to 
a model which has stood the test of time. 
Replacing the popular W 650 which was 
in production froin 1^99 to 
W800 was first released in 201 • 
again another prime example of letting a 

Sorcyde evolve into, modenimach™ 

f„m the crbotetted W650 to the fuel 

injected W800, yet still being able to ke p 
that traditional classic look. 
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manufactoreo in japan. 



BIKE TEST 

Kawasaki W800 


Much of this is achieved with the retro 
styling including the visual impact of that 
air-cooled Vertical Twin motor wth bevel- 
driven cams, ribbed seat, wire wheels 
rear drum brake and the large- lame er 
wheels all completed with the W-logo on 
both sides of the tank, paying homage to 
the original W1 model. And it s the sma 
details like using blacked-out 
for the brake master cylinder and switc 
housings, and <^hroming ftethrott e cable 

guides which help give the W800 its 

Tfr.Cut».tw 800 ,o.ca. 

feel how comfortable the riding ^ 

with the bars, seat and footpegs all situated 
perfectly to leave the rider m a natural 
position. And once you kick it over you 
can feel the unique pulse from the 360 
crankshaft. The long-stroke engme has 
been tuned for low-mid range performance 
and has plenty of torque where you need 
it most. Although with it developing 



maximum torque as low as 2 -OOOrpm &e 
isn’t any real need to rev it too hard, but 
you will be pleasantly surprised between 
3000 and SOOOrpm, where most of that 
grunt is usable, and the power from the 
little sleeper is deceiving. Being fuel inject 
you can be assured of smooth, efficient 



operation, although it’s a little quiet and 
dLsn’t seem to have the vibe of what a 
classic looking motorcycle like this shou 
possess. This would be easily recti led 
though by fitting the stainless steel 
tapered double exhaust system which 
sounds a treat and looks just as stylish 
available in chromed or matt black. 

I think it’s fair to say the designers 

have hit the ball out of the park when It 

comes to the styling of the latest 201 
W800 aptly labelled the Black Edition. 
Meticulously sculptured front and rear 
guards formed from steel along with the 
high-quality paint and chrome along mth 
the black engine parts, black anodised 
style wheel rims and the drum-style rear 
brake which helps keep the rear end 
looking uncluttered all help contribute 
to the classic look. The theme continues 
from the traditional instrumentation with 
separate speedometer and tachometer. 





which are complimented by a simple 
LCD screen offering basic information 
through to the voluptuous sculpted 
fuel tank adorned with the original 
W1 emblems. Kawasaki have also 
developed the world’s first external 
in-line fuel pump which is compact 
and enables the classic lines of the 
W800s 14 litre fuel tank to remain 
uncompromised, which saw us get about 
250-270km from one tank of fuel while 

we had it on test. 

Another big decision in the design 
process was the large-diameter wheels 
with a 19” front and 18” rear which 
goes a long way in contributing to the 

great handling of the W800. Once 

you’re up and rolling, the feel from Ae 
19” at the front accompanied with the 
18” rear offers a balance of light tummg 
and straight-line stability. It did get a 
little hairy in the pouring ram, with 
the front skipping out a little on the 
slippery snake lines of tar they use for 
filling But let’s face it, the W800 isn t 
the type of bike designed for pushing it 
hard through the comers at breakneck 
speeds, it’s more aimed at a comfortab 
cmise across town or even interstate, 
albeit probably not with a pillion. T e 
spring rates in the twin shock rear 
suspension are a little soft, but the 
dampening does the task reasonab y 
enough of stopping it from moving 
around too much once the gomg gets a 
little rough. 

More traditional design can be 
found in the steel blacked out chain 


guard similar to that of the W1 as is 
the elegant muffler design comprising 
of smooth curves all culminating m 
the peashooter-style silencers adding 
to the vintage touch. The front forks 
have been styled to fit the theme with 
rubber gaitors to protect the fork tubes 
with the outer tubes getting the buffed 
treatment. The large headlamp also fits 
into the period with the headlamp body 
being finished in matching black pamt 
to the tank and side covers. The shitt 
lever and rear brake pedal have also 
been finished in black chrome with the 
result being a top quality fmish that can 
only be obtained by using the solid feel 
of metal parts opposed to plastic. 

Again it’s another prime example 
of a reputable motorcycle company 
like Kawasaki paying respect to their 
grassroots. And the W800s smooth 
engine, low seat height and all round 
versatility will doubtless have appeal to 
not only a younger generation of riders, 
but also to the old faithful enthusiasts 
who may even like one parked next to 
their original Wl... ■ 


aSolYd^Utrokeverticaltwin 

DISPLACEMENT: 

773 CM3 

bore X STROKE: 

77.0 X 83.0 MM 

COMPRESSION RATIO: 

valve/induction SYSTEM: 

SOHC, 8 VALVES 

FUEL SYSTEM: 

FUEL INIECriON; cc 

34 MM X 2 WITH SUB-THROTTLES 

IGNITION: 

digital 

WET SUMP 

DOUBLE-CRADLE, HIGH-TENSILE STEEL 

RAKE/TRAIL: 

27° / 108 MM 

WHEEL TRAVEL, FRONT 130 Mhl 
WHEEL TRAVEL, REAR 106 MM 

TYRE; 

FRONT 100/90-19M/C 57H 

TYRE’ 

rear 130/80-18M/C ^H 

SSS “SS U (JE RPM 

maximum torque 60 NM (6.1 KGFM) / 4,bu 

TRANSMISSION: 

5-speed, return 

final DRIVE: 

TOlISy™D'lcnON RATIO 2.095 (88/42) 

CLUTCH: 

WET MULTI-DISC, MANUAL 

F^I^T SnGLE 300 MM DISC. CALIPER: TWIN-PISTON 


REAR; 

DRUM 


160 MM 

SUSPENSION: 

front 39 MM TELESCOPIC FORK 

rSr: -WIN SHOCKS. SPRING PRELOAD: 

WHEELBASE: 

1,465 MM 

ground CLEARANCE: 

125 MM 

fuel CAPACITY: 

14 LITRES 

SEAT HEIGHT: 

790 MM 
WEIGHT: 

217KG (WET) 


5-WAY 


Kffl/VAS/UOVKOO 




Feature by PAX 


KBIT 


Creating power used to be the challenge. ..now it's all about making it usable! 


I t was just another pub argument about 
racing and such. The talk had devolved 
to cross plane cranks and as the subject 
of torque production came up, well the 
schooner glasses started flying. Alright, I 
made that up, no one I ride with wastes 
beer. 

The relationship of bore to stroke and 
then to crank pin location is not an easy 
subject to argue as the variables seem 
simple but the application is what makes 
the engineers the big money. Throw in 
the mystique that the word torque throws 
into the mix and you’ve got headaches a 
plenty. Firstly let’s get torque out of the 
way. Torque simply means twisting force. 


Every engine makes it (or an engine 
wouldn’t work) and every engine makes 
the most torque at the point the engine is 
being the most efficient. Simple huh? 

The interesting stuff happens when we 
start to play with bore and stroke and 
then factor in how the engine is making 
the power it does. A lot of that depends 
on crankshaft design and connecting rod 
length. There are some rules of thumb 
that should be listed here so bear with 
me. By rights the crank pin should be at 
ninety degrees on the crankshaft at firing 
to ensure maximum force transference, 
but this is not set in stone as you have 
to factor in gas travelling through the 


UIMITEO 



BjcaBg caHP lEjicj s-spee 


unitedtools.com.au 






The tachometer of the short stroke high 
revving BMW SI OOORR redlines at a 9 ' 
massive 15,000rpm. 


system. As you increase the number of 
cylinders the force acting on the shaft is 
spread and helps transfer power across 
the firing cycle, this is pretty much self 
explanatory. The greater the cylinder 
diameter the greater the gas flow over 
the valves and this is where you tear your 
hair out. That’s going to include all of the 
plumbing from intake to exhaust so we’ll 
leave all that out. 

Back in the old days a long stroke 
motor (also known as under square which 
means smaller bore to stroke ratio) was 
quite common, even mandatory in some 
designs. The reasoning being that you 
could use a relatively heavy crankshaft 
and flywheel (usually part of the charging 
system), add a small capacity carby and 
you had motive power. Just not much 
of it and mostly lower on down the rev 
range. As engine size grew we came to 
the square stroke motor, a roughly equal 
size cylinder diameter to stroke length. 
These motors made most of their power 
in the mid-range of the revs and were 
very economical, just not fantastically 
powerful. The fast boys had known for 


years that the best source of power was 
more cubic inches, so we come to over 
square designs (relatively short stroke) 
and engine reliability suffered for a 
couple of big reasons, not least that these 
engines made their grunt at high revs. 

When the top bit goes bang, the bottom 
bit cops a lot of power in an instant, and 
if the balance of pin position, rod length 
and gudgeon pin position in the piston 
itself isn’t just so you get a number of 
results. If the crank pin is too high (in 
degrees of crank plane and actual physical 
crankshaft design) from optimum the 
crankshaft could fracture. If 
the rod length was out you 
could throw a leg out of bed or 
shatter pistons and the gudgeon 
pin location meant the top of 
the piston could let go from the 
conrod. A lot of offerings to the 
gods of speed went onto shelves 
to learn this. 

Things have improved 
considerably since those dark 
days, and engine designers have 
realised that to make power is 
easy, to make useable power 


is now where the game is at. Today we 
have high revving engines with superb 
reliability, with a common design make 
up of very wide cylinder diameters with 
a short stroke, a very short piston length 
with the gudgeon pin set very high in 
the unit and a skirt length approaching 
indecent. A high RPM ceiling is the final 
result as the engine can spin higher with 
a short conrod length and still undergo 
dramatic directional changes. It is still the 
limiting factor in getting even more power 
from an engine. Without a dramatic 
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change in metallurgy the piston speed 
itself will not exceed twenty five meters 
per second with reliability. 

There is a problem though if you stick 
with the classic design rules of an even 
firing pattern with a standard crankshaft 
and optimum fueling. That problem is 
getting that power to the ground without 
tearing tyres to shreds or overriding 
the other systems such as braking and 
suspension. It is one thing to make two 
hundred plus horsepower and another 
to be able to use it without high siding 
the split second you break traction on 
the rear. One of the answers that have 
cropped up is the change in direct action 
at the crankshaft. Altering the timing 
of power being produced by changing 
where the pistons are located is at once 
revolutionary and also a trip back in 
time. Uneven firing limits when power is 
being transmitted, or moreover transfers 
that delivery into another part of the rev 
range. Just like a Harley-Davidson. 


Of course the MotoGP boys have 
some secret squirrel stuff happening 
as well, but the idea is sound. Uneven 
power means the rubber can ‘catch 
up’ in the profile. Cross plane, big 
bang, or normal firing suits different 


riders, bike designs and engineers. 

The actual street benefit is so small for 
the average user as to be just another 
complication for the sake of prestige. 
As if you could use that difference on 
the street. Maybe? ■ 
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modern classics 

KAWASAKI VULCAN 


The Vulcan was always one 
Kawasaki's popular models 
let's see why? 

Feature by Peter Cox 

S OME bikes are on their way to 

greatness and some manufacturers 
deserve the credit for having a 
go Take Kawasaki’s Vulcans in the 
mid-80s. Here you can see a successful, 
performance bike builder groping around 
for the right formula to grab some more 
market share and keep the coin moving 

through the register. 

I think it’s the release of the Vulcan S, 
recently tested in Two Wheels, that got me 
thinking about the older Vulcans. 1 took a 

VulcanSforarideatthelocalKshopa few 

weeks ago as I’m looking for somethmg to 
get my wife back into bikes after she s been 

license in the late 80’s 


of 


was, after all, a claimed 220kg dry. The Vulcan 

Sis a claimed 226kg wet 

The Vulcan S ticks a lot of boxes but 1 w^, 
and am still, wondering what she’d make of t e 

ER-6 derived engine. The throttfe stop on foe 

lams Vulcan S suppresses the full 
of this whippet hut it’s still a rewer fo 
foe two-SR500s-bolted together grunter of foe 
big XV. And that’s been a hefty proporhon of 
KLasaki’s cruiser journey. If youVe got fo^ 
great, performance engines around but people 

want to buy cruisers, what do you do. 

Raised on Universal Japanese Motorcycles 
of foe early 80’s, I’ve scorned the Anrencan 
versions for three decades and inore ^rry 
Tim). I could never understand how fifong 
a smaller fuel tank, big bars and a fat back 
tyre made a bike better, especially m 
Australian conditions. So, natural y, was 
underwhelmed by the few cruiser variants of 
big Japanese multis that made it to Aushalia 
and was quite happy to see them vanish from 

foe market pretty quickly. 


imported to Austral^ 


But now that we have foe interweb I can 
see that they sold for years and in bucket 
loads in America. We got, for example, the 
shaft drive ZllOOA and wondered why a 
touring standard had a 16 inch rear wheel. 

S„.e»go..bega«dyKZ1100S^ 

cruiser wrapped around foe same hot engine. 
Maybe I’ve mellowed, maybe the black 
and gold paint scheme is suitably kitch, or 

„.ayL foe idea ofacruiserwrappedamimd 

that engine is just laugh-out-loud fun. Wh 
the enforcement overkUl we suHer m thes^ 
modem time, absolute top speed and 140kmh 
touring speeds are of much less interest. 

After enjoying the Vulcan S, meinones of 
a couple of landmark classics from foe land 

of K came back to top of mind. 

The first one, and closest in spirit to 

foe Vulcans, was the VN750 here but a 

Vulcan in the USA. Australian mporters 
were wary of giving their bikes the names 
used in other markets for the lonpst time, 
perhaps because Aussies love to take the 
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mickey. Ninjas were Ninjas in America 
tong before they were, shyly, wheeled out 
with that brand in Australia. 

The VN750 was one of those bikes that 
was a 700 in the USA to bust Ronnie’s tariff 
and a 750 everywhere else and it came at a 

i*„J.^Wdecid«l.ob»ldV.™n 

cruisers rather than mod their parallel^ 
and fours. And what a twin! Kawasaki s 
designers and engineers must have been 
dreaming of their two stroke triples when 

* Whh\JiSiS^double overhead cams 
and four valve heads this was a powerful, 
free spinning modem twin with much more 
in common with the 30 years younger yuto 
S than the air-cooled, two valve peery It s a 
engine that you could stick in a naked, stteet 
tame and end up with something more like a 
Ducati Monster or Suzuki SV650. 

I had one of these for a test ride back 

around 1987 and was amazed to hnd a rea 

performance cruiser. Tests at the 

its 49kW engine would mn it up to 180km . 

?asedon those numberslthinkl’dbe very 

keen to try an unrestricted Vulcan S. 

It was light, narrow and easy to nde 

despite the higher handlebars and fo>^ard 
foot controls. Even the suspension was quite 
good considering the long travel m the front 
forks and shorter rear shock absorbers^ Ther 
was air-adjustable suspension front and rear 
and, from memory, the rear had adjus table 


twin discs up front! 

Conservative Australian riders were 
not ready for lots of craisers, and muscle 
bikes were not really a thing, in those days 
of sports bikes, quiet roads and low tech 
policing so the VN750 lasted only a year or 
Lo on the Australian market but was sold 

for 22 years in the USA! 

If you take the VN750 and double i will 
you get twice the fun? I remember walking 
around the VN1500, which turned up a 
year or two later, and wondermg what I wa 

were in 1340cc mode and 82 cubic inche^If 
Kawasaki were going to take on the big 
market big could only be better. So where 
Suzuki had the 1400cc Introdey Kaw^ 
had the VN1500 - also called the Vulcan 88 

for its 88 cubic inch engine. 

Where Suzuki had gone for long and lithe 
with their big Intmder, including foe trick o 
putting the swingarm outside the frame t 
fed„ce width, the M big VN 
long and looked like someone had put a little 

too much pressure in the balloon. Li e 

VN750, the big VN only spent a coup e 
years on the Australian market but ran for 
Lre than a decade in America. And you d 
have to see it as a transitional cmiser, with 
Kawasaki working their big twin c ops 
while before really getting it right. 

Take, for example, the vastly oversize, 
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modern classics 

KAWASAKI VULCAN 


a fuel cap and fuel gauge. And the speedo, 
perched up on top of the headhght valance 

with some idiot lights. Yuk. 

Today, looking back over the Vulcan 
models of the past decade, you can see 
Kawasaki has evolved their style and 
developed the engine and dynamic 
package into the desirable, current 900c 

and 1700CC ranges. 

Sadly the 80’s VN1500 was far from 
realising its potential. And it’s the same issue 
people talk about whenever Kawasaki s 
potent, two stroke triples are mentioned. 
What an engine! Oh no, a corner. 

First issue is getting off the lme.lt IS, 

physically, a big motorcycle. The engine is 
a torque monster from ^ ! 

hydraulic clutch, which is probably a goo 
thing to keep the lever effort reasonable 
while engineering a clutch strong enough 
for the big torque. The only problem is, the 
VN1500 1 rode had a clutch takeup pom 
about a tenth of a millimette 
out, ease it out - nothing. Ease it a httle mo 
- everything! Whoa Nelly! 

Added to this entertaining spectacle was 
suspension worthy of a Cadillac. You ve 
seen how seventies and eighties American 


cars body roll through comers m 

- - all the movies? The VN1500 was, 

unfortunately, the motorcycle 

equivalent. Both ends of the bike were lightly 
sprung and apparently bereft of <Lmpmg- 
^le I fought the clutch for smooth take 
offs the whole bike would develop a rockmg 
action that would persist down the road 
some time even when I was into crmse ^ 

It wasn’t the first time I wondered why 
company could make normal road bikes, and 
sport bikes, with decent factory suspension 
md excellent brakes but saddle their cmise 

with grandma’s rocking chair. 

Some years later I saw an eighties VN1500 
with a sidecar strapped on the side. But 
it looked as though the suspension was 
unmodified as the whole thing sagged. With 
Tforks and rear shocks barely imllimetres 
off the bump stops I wondered what it would 

be like on a rough road? 

Thankfully Kawasaki’s big crmsers have 
moved on from the rock ‘n’ roll si^pension 
of the early VN1500, although I always 
wonder whether big cruisers get the brakes 
they really deserve. 

And the liquid-cooled engine has grown 
and evolved into an even more impressive 
power plant. Back then the single overhead 
cam two valve engine style wasn’t too 


unusual. But, like the smaller ''quid 
cooling was a major improvement and the 
big engine had dual-plugged heacL. 

At the time I know people might have 
thought that liquid cooling was out ot place 
on a cruiser. But Kawasaki isn’t a company 
to buUd an engine without thmldng hard 
about performance and reliability. ?^d, al 
these years later, it’s almost impossible to 
build a high performance engine to ineet 
noise and emissions reqmrements wiAout 
liquid cooling. It’s just a question of how 
well you design the engine to mmmise th 
number of visible pipes and pumps a^ how 
you package the radiator. The little VN went 
for modem while the big VN finned up to 
look as retro as possible. 

You could not, of course, get a more 
retro VN1500 than the Drifter of the 
late nineties. Did someone say Indian . 
Gifted deep, valanced guards and a treated 
to fifties’ headlamp, gauges and seat, 
the Drifter was a callout to the fringed 
saddlebag set. I never rode one so I don 
know if the suspension and brakes were m 
keeping with the modern engine or were 
retro like the mudguards. One thing is sure, 
the hydraulic clutch take-up must have 
been a one-off thing for the big Vulcan to 
be so successful for so long! c 


080 






Australia’s Best Selling Motorcycle is now even MORE AFFORDABLE 

100% LEARNER FRIENDLY I 100% SPORTS EXHILARATION I 0% COMPROMISE 


SUPER AGILE AND EASY TO RIDE POWERFUL PETAL DISC BRAKES LARGE 17L FUEL TANK ABS AND NON-ABS AVAILABLE 

BUILT ON RACE-BRED TECHNOLOGY LIGHT& SMOOTH SLIPPER CLUTCH PROVEN RELIABILITY 5 COLOUR CHOICES AVAILABLE 

Get down to your local Kawasaki dealer and ask for a test ride today... 

Your Ninja... Your Kawasaki. kawasakiaus WWW.kawasaki.COm.au 
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/MAMS 

In 2014 Marc Marquez won the first 

season. This year he was in the ^ 2014 RC213V 

seven. Looking evolutionary changes upset 

Cue^am^rwith the Honda front end? Did the causes run 
deeper than a new chassis for this season. 


S ometimes in racing, an evolutionary 

update can make such a difference 

Last year, Marc Marquez dived into 
corners with his rear wheel hovering above 
the road, bike stable. You’d see the rear 
slide out smoothly to the outside of the 
corner to begin the turn m. No-one was 
faster on comer entry. 

This year, we’ve seen the reignmg 
MotoGP champion struggle in what had 
been his advantage area - at times so 
far out of shape he was on the verge of 
crashing and hence having to mn wide to 
save the situation. In Barcelona, he ran out 
of tarmac before he could regam composure 
and fell in the gravel trap. This after near y 
collecting Jorge Lorenzo’s rear wheel. 

“With this bike, we have a smal 
problem with the braking point,” Marquez 
Lid soon after he returned to his garage. 

He did say small. 

He later took the rap in the official 
Honda press release quotes; I rte o ^ve 
100 per cent at my home race, but I made 
a mistake trying to push too 
wanted to do well - at all costs - and ttoe 
things can happen. I was going well, hj § 
to cLerve my tyres behind Jorge, but I 
made a mistake and as a result I ran wid^ 
When I was in the gravel I saw the wall was 
very close, so I leaned over a little but I 
couldn’t stop the bike.” 

What’s changed? Marquez has a 


He hasn’t been entirely happy whh hot . 
Marquez sampled the prototype 2015 
chassis last November in the traditwnal 
post-Valencia GP and raised questions 

about front-end feel. 

One of Honda’s goals for 2015 was 
improve the RC231V’s corner speed (the 
traditional strong point of the Yamaha 
Ml) while maintaining its stop-turn-fire 
out strength. It is a real judging act to 
achieve both. Fifteen years ago, one 
race engineer told me that most times 
when you try to make a bike better into 
corner! you’ll lose something somewhere 
pke such as on the exits. 

£,m. F.bm.n- 2015 and ^ 

pre-season test, Marquez was offered the 
Loice of four chassis and tried three - the 
2014 RCV, a hybrid of the 2014 machine 
and the Valencia-test prototype, and an 
update of the 2015 design. He recorded 
a blistering one-lap time, which was not 
bettered at the second Sepang test, an 
resolved to press on with the newest bike. 
However, he was not entirely convinced 

that all was right with the rear en . 

We’re blessed these days that top ri er 
are expansive with their explanations 

of what is going on underneath them. 

“Compared to the 2014 bike, where we 
have improved (for 2015) is the front 
feeling - the entry of the comer and nrid- 
comer. But we lose a little 
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IN 2014 HE WENT 

through wf ■■ 

FIRST TEN RACES 
UNDEFEATED^ 

and rdmped 

TD A SECOND 
nUAMPIDNSHIP 




this test we concentrated more on the 
entry of the corner and mid-comer ^diich 
is where we had most problems with Ae 
prototype in Valencia. At the moment, 
where I’m straggling more is edge grip an 
traction area.” 

His thoughts then turned to ttie 
2015 engine, which he said was more 
aggressive than the 2014 version. If we 
improve the character of the engme it w 

help a lot,” he said. A/rr^tr*rP 

Now here’s the catch. Factory MotoG 

entries (read Honda and Yamaha at the 
moment) are restricted to five engines 
for the season, with a development 
freeze. The five engines are sealed at th 
beginning of the years. Once that s done, 
you cannot change anythmg mside the 
engine. You’re stuck with the crankshaft 
mass, camshaft profiles and all the other 
mechanical design decisions for 18 races. 







Series promoter Dorna 
pushed this rule onto the 
manufacturers on cost-cutting 
grounds, to restrict unlimited engine 
development. It was part of the Package of 

concesLns devised to help Ducati catch 

up, something the red team has done in 
leaps and bounds, including clever use of 
the Open-class rules. The only ways open 
for Honda to ‘tame’ the current engine 
are through electronics and changing t 
external features. 

Looking back four or five years, Honda 
riders could not match their Y^aha rivals 
into corners. One former Honda crew chie 
drew the comparison at P^ikpjsland 
Dani Pedrosa strugglmg with his RC 
the entry to Lukey Heights, compared with 

the smoother Yamahas. 

But Honda Racing Corporation has the 
deepest pockets in the sport and inoved to 
address the problem. It poached electronics 
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wizards from Yamaha 

teams gave Pedrosa chassis after chassis 
to test Lring 2010 and, in 2011, was the 
first make with a seamless gearbox. Cas y 
Stoner switched to Honda in ’ll 
the world title. Whatever problems had 
not be ironed out, Stoner rode around. 

It was the only crown Honda won m 
the 800 era and its first on Bridgestone 
‘control’ tyres, which were mtroduced m 
2009. Injuries sustained at 
sank Stoner’s title hopes in 2012, t ^ 
year of the 1000 formula and Stoner s 

swansong season. 

When Marquez moved to MotoGP 
in 2013, he stepped onto the best 
machine in the field - powerful and 
rider friendly. Making a mockery of the 
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_ie, he won at his second start 

in Texas. In’2014 he went through the 
first ten races undefeated and romped 
to a second championship. 

We come back to what has changed for 
this year... and some revealing comments 
after Marquez low-sided out of the Italian 
GP. Marquez didn’t blame the front end; 
he said was trying to compensate for 
declining rear grip late in the race. 

“When the tyre grip dropped I had the 
same problems as always,” Marquez said. 
“Big slides on the entry, no support on the 
rear and then I was riding only with the 
front tyre. In the last laps the front tyre 
starts to move and you’re pushing 100 per 
cent every comer. You can save it from 
time to time, but not all the time. 

Marquez went on to question the engine 
character, saying he could feel the rear 
wheel locking up as he went into comers. 
He knew the mle about no engines changes 
during the season, so “we must work on 
the chassis to try to cover a little bit this 
problem.” 
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Casey Stoner just seemed to ride 
around any handling problems the 
Honda had on his way to victory in 
the 201 1 championship! 


Honda had tried making the engine less 
aggressive through electromcs at MugeUo^ 
nL time out, at Barcelona, Marquez had 
a longer exhaust system to help settle the 
engine. And get this. In the post-race test, he 
tried a new combination; the 2015 engme 
S L new exhaust, but in the title-wmnmg 
2014 frame with the latest swinging arm. 

“It felt different but especially more-or- 
less hke year. I can do more mistakes and 
then with the new one, it is like you nee 
to be really precise. You cannot do any 

mistakes hke Sunday. tii p 9 01 3 and 

“With this one it is more like the 2013 and 

2014 bikes. You can do more mistakes Md 
try to avoid what happened Sunday, but i 
is early to say because I did not many laps 

(with this combination).” 

But what of the 2015 engine? Based on 
symptoms Marquez describes of Ae rear 
wteel spinning too easily and locking up on 
downslhfts, the best theory is that it has too 
httle crankshaft mass. That is not an easy hx 
with the sealed-engine rule. 

heawcranks 

The extreme example of lack of fli^heel 
effect causing the rear wheel to lock up 
during deceleration was the first oval-piston 
Honl. NR500 racer in 1979. Its engine would 
virtuaUy stop when the throttle was dosed. 

There are plenty of anecdotes on the 
importance of crankshaft mass. In ihe mid 
1970s Warren Willing had a set of ea 
Lkshafts for his Yamaha TZ750. He used 


Testing has been extensivehuh^ond^^^ 
camp, and there's a lot more work to be done^' 


Mugelio was a 

would rather Joige^ 




them on fast circuits - Bathurst Daytona and 
Circuit Paul Ricard, for example. 

When Eddie Lawson sensahonally switched 
from Yamaha to Honda for the 1989 season, 
the first thing on his wish hst was a heavier 
crankshaft. In fact he a heavier cr^ 

was needed before he’d ndden an NS^OO 
having watched the 1988 model regularly try 

to nut Wayne Gardner into orbit. 

hi the MotoGP era, the flaw m the Ilmor 
X3 machine that Garry McCoy raced at 
end of the 2006 season and Andrew Pitt 
rode in 2007 was said to be the crankshaf 

nmo°r,^headed by Mario Illien, was famed 
for its race-car engines. Its MotoGP projec 
began as a collaboration with chassis maker 
Eskil Suter and former Kawasaki Racing 

Team boss HaraldEckl to run the team. 

The team soon learned that. . . the engm 
has such an enormous impact on 
rideabihty; the riders can’t position the bike 
on the track effectively if the engme isn 
doing exactly what they want it to do. 


Scott Breedin was crew chief for the 

Ihnor machine when Garry McCoy rode it 
in the Portuguese and Valencia CPs md fm 
the 2006 post-season tests with Andr 
(for whom Breedin was crew chief when he 
wn the 2001 World Supersport crown). 

After Breedin left the project and 
returned to Australia, he told Two 
Wheels that to be competitive the 
machine needed to be redesigned with a 

larger (and heavier) crankshaft. 

“In the beginning, the whole project 
team sat in a room and agreed on ^hat 
they needed,” he said. “They all had to 
work together because the way you design 
the chassis and the chassis forces is based 
on the crankshaft inertia. But the engme 
guys went away and built a Formula One 
Wpe engine with a ‘spaghetti’ (thin and 
hence very light) crankshaft. And that 
changed the expected crankshaft mertta. 

“The engine was too aggressive a 
the bottom of the range, making it very 
hard to drive out of corners. They tned 

to solve it by pulling power out of the 

J .Li nfVipr bikes lUSt out- 


The legendary Warren Willing 
on his Yamaha TZ750! 
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Sleeping Bag- 


Exped DownMat 


selected and tested for quality and 
motorcycle friendliness. 


ittllR' 


Expedition 

Panniers 


Bahco tools 


Andy , 
Sfrapiv^ 

andy5tfapi2.com x. 


Andy Strapz approved gear is specially 


If it wears the Andy Strapz brand, 
it’s made to the highest standards here 
in Australia. 




WWW. andystrapz, com 



mm EXPEipNCE MOTOR BIKE TOURS 

AUSTRALIA'S AND PREMIER MOTOR BIKE TOUR OPERATOR 
26 YEARS OF ORGANISING TOURS 




•TIBET 


BHUTA&i 


^ Ml £vem& Base Camp J $8590 - 20 Days $7490 - 19 Days 

{ Visit 3 CQtmtfie^ ) $8990 - 20 Days $6890 - 20 Days 

de to the^^orld's highest road I $8390 - 20 Days - $3990 - 16 Days 

INCLUDES: Airfares^ Aust-Aust Wotorbii«s, Acoommottetion, Support Vetrides, Sightsee mg Tours and Transfeni.! 


WWW.: 
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memory lane 

PHOTOS FROM THE 
ARCHIVES 


Trevor Flood (5) showing his 
brilliant starting style as he 
heads up the hill in first !| 




Gary Armstrong riding hard 
on his way to winning the 
1980 Maryborough 3 Hour!! 


|Kyan Amundsen showi ng how 
it’s done in July 1975! 





Mike Bell in action during 
{^^■the 250CC Nationals! 


his Suzuki 
/tona 1973. 


_^,Ron Grant on 
icompeting at Da'; 


I Adelaide Three Hour, 
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^t's marketed 
Tas the 'World's 
h Fastest Production 
Scooter'.. .and after 

a test ride, it's easy 
to understand why! 




W hen you think of scooters, most 
would be forgiven thinking 
about small displacement 
motored machines with tiny wheels 
and very little road presence. Well, 
what about a scooter that isn’t far out 
of place tearing down the quarter mile 
on a dragstrip...and one that blurs the 
boundaries between a scooter and 
motorcycle; the Aprilia SRV 850! 

The first impression you get of the SRV 
when taking off is its purposeful acceleration 
that wiU have you watching the speedo rise m 
a heartbeat. . .definitely not a famiHar feelii^ 


riding scooters. We were first introduced 
to Aprilia’s big scooter in 2012, after it was 
rebadged from the Gilera GP800, althoi^h 
since 2013 the ApriHa SRV 850 has featured 
ABS and ATC (ApriHa Traction Control). 
Power produced from that 839cc, 90-degree, 
SOHC, four-valves-per-cyHnder V-twin motor 
is plentiful and near enoi^h to 81hp (60kW) 
and 76Nm, which are impressive figures for 
any scooter. The nearest rivals to the SRV 850 
ould probably be the Suzuki 650 Bui^an 


or Honda’s NC700 Integra, and it has them 
covered in the displacement stakes with it 
beii^ 150cc more than the Honda and a 




noticeable 200cc larger than the Burgman. I will 
say the large weight of 250kg does make it a 
little sluggish at initial take off, but it does wind 
up and stay consistent through the entire rev 
range gathering momentum quickly, which soon 
negates the scooter's extra weight. 

If anything, it’ll definitely have scooter riders 
grinning like a Cheshire cat if they’re trading 
up to a more powerful machine, and it s sure to 
surprise riders of big bore motorcycles too. Just 
forget it’s a scooter, and you’ll be pleasantly 
shocked. To an extent it’s easy to think of it as 
a motorcycle, especially with the double cradle 
frame, swingarm and final chain drive. 

Brakes are effective too with twin 300mm 
discs and twin-piston calipers at the front 
accompanied with a single 280mm disc and 
twin-piston caliper at the rear. Another great 
feature is the ability to turn off both the ABS 
and ATC if desired, which is easily achieved 
by using the switch on the right side of the 
bars. By switching it into ‘Sport’ mode, this 
disengages everything, although it makes 
no difference to the engine performance. 

And riding on 41mm front forks along with 
the horizontally positioned rear monoshock 
including seven-stage preload adjustments, 
it handles comfortably enough, and doesn t 
wallow around the road at all like some 
scooters. This can also be contributed to the 
good combination of wheel size with a 16-mch 
at the front and a 15-inch at the rear, with both 
sporting Pirelli Diablo rubber. Something else 
you can see is its similar styling to that of the 
RSV4 and Tuono models, especially at the 
front with the twin headlight design. 

If you plan on taking long trips, the storage 
area under the seat was a little less than 
expected, which is why the addition of a top 
box makes a lot of sense, even better that it 
includes a built-in backrest for the pillion. 

And comfort wise, the SRV seemed fine for 
me, although if you’re a little taller at around 
the 6ft mark, it can become a little of a tight 
squeeze with the addition of the lumbar 
support. It can be simply removed though 
which makes a big difference. The area for 


your feet is quite spacious, and most of the 
time I had my feet positioned in the grooves at 
the front rather than on the footboards, which 
allows you to stretch your legs during those 
longer rides. It’s also quite accommodating for 
a pillion with the large seat and grab handles. 
And once you get out of town and really 
let the SRV breathe, it’ll more than surprise 
you. Okay, I may have exaggerated a little 
when I said it wouldn’t be out of place on a 
dragstrip, but that engine is truly intoxicating, 
especially out on the highways where it offers 
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great overtaking power whenever called 
upon. It’s a shame the small windscreen is 
non-adjustable thor^h as it seems to direct 
the wind up at the rider. Fuel consumphon 
from the large 18.51tr tank wasn’t too bad 
either, with me getting an average of about 
300-320km, which obviously depends on 

how ham fisted you are. 

The SRV 850 really is a great scooter 
oozing quality that you come to expect from 
a manufacturer like ApriUa. If you like an 
economical way of getting around town 
albeit with more power to bum than some 
motorcycles, the SRV could be just what 
you need. . . ■ 



r 

OHOC YOU BET OUT OF TOWN 
/ MO TtEALLYLH THE SrtV 
BREATHE, IT’LL MORE THAN 
SUBPBISE YOU 



APRIUA SRV 850 


ENGINE TYPE 

90° V TWIN, SOHC 4 valves per 
cylinder, 4-stroke 

ENGINE CAPACITY 

839.3 cc 

bore and stroke 

88 mm / 69 mm 

COMPRESSION RATIO 

10.5:1 

POWER 

56Kw (76 HP) @ 7,750 rpm 

torque 

76 Nm @ 6,000 rpm 

FUEL SYSTEM 

Electronic injection with 0 38 mm 
single throttle body 

COOLING SYSTEM 

Liquid cooled 

LUBRICATION 

Dry sump 

TRANSMISSION 

CVT 

CLUTCH 

Automatic centrifugal dry clutch 

CHASSIS 

Double cradle high strength 

tubular steel 

FRONT SUSPENSION 

41mm hydraulic dampened forks. 

122mm wheel travel 

REAR SUSPENSION 

Hydraulic Monoshock. Seven- 

position spring preload adjustment 

ABS 

Continental Two channel ABS 
FRONT BRAKE 
Twin 300mm semi-floating 
stainless steel discs, twin Brembo 
2 spot floating caiipers 
REAR BRAKE 

Single 280mm stainless steel disc 
Brembo 2 spot floating caliper 

WHEELS 

Lightweight cast alloy. Front: 16" 
X 3.50" Rear: 15" x 4.50" 

FRONT TYRE 

Tubeless 120/70-R16" 

REAR TYRE 

Tubeless 160/60-R15" 

LENGTH 

2,240mm 

WIDTH 

800mm 

WHEELBASE 

1,593mm 

SEAT HEIGHT 

780mm 
FUEL TANK 

18.5 litres (3L Reserve) 

dry weight 

248kg 
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AUSTRALIA'S BIGGEST VESPA DEALER 



SALES SERVICE SPAREPARTS ACCESSORIES 


150 Parramatta Rd, Stanmore 
Phone: 02 9557 8500 
Email: scoot@scooteria.com.au 


www.scooteria.com.au 
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was created, the two countries were hell 
bent on wiping each other out. 

The Goldwing started out as a 
4-cylinder just under lOOOcc’s, by the 
time it hit 40, like most of us at that age, 
it put on a bit of condition including two 
cylinders and close to another lOOOcc’s. 
Honda had toyed with a six cylinder bike 
before, in the guise of the CBX, but for 
some reason the buyers of the late 70’s 
and early 80’s weren’t interested, they 
must’ve been too busy grooming chest 
hair and trying not to burn their polyester 
pants because I reckon I would’ve given 
my left testicle to own one. 

That’s all the jasmine of my mind 
though because the Goldwing has 
evolved, and like a modern day cage 
fighter it’s stripped some fat and it’s 
ready to hit the mean streets in the form 
of the F6B. 

The 'B’ stands for ‘Bagger’, which is 
all the rage at the moment, and comes 
from the trend of getting a Harley Ultra, 
taking off the top box, leaving the hard 
case panniers on and slamming it in the 
rear so the panniers or ‘Bags’ look like 
they’re dragging on the ground. Even 
Jax on Sons of Anarchy was riding one, 
after that Irish mafia guy shot up his 
Dyna Glide of course. 

So Honda jumped on the ‘Bagger’ 
bandwagon and here I am riding it to 
and from work for a couple of weeks. 

First impression is that it has a lot of road 
presence; the highway patrol should be 
riding these things just for the storage alone. 

I love big motorbikes, the bigger the 
better, Harley Ultras, Triumph Rockets, 
Ducati Diavel, even the Barbarian V8 with 


I f I asked you to name an iconic 
motorcycle right now, go! Go on! 

Quick! What did you come up with? A 
Z900? Or maybe a 750/4 or a GXR750? 
What about an FJIOOO or an FXR? I could 
go on with every bike model I know, but I 
reckon off the top of anyone’s head would 
be the GL series from Honda. 

At the Cologne Motor Show some 40 
years ago, Honda unveiled a flat four thing 
they called the Goldwing, a Japanese bike 
made in America. People will bag Americans 
about their ability to build motorcycles, 
but that is largely through ignorance as the 
Americans give a motorcycle that certain 
panache that the Japanese envied and were 
happy to copy throughout the years. 

The Goldwing is a melting pot of two 
cultures, which is ironic when you think 
not some 30 years before the Goldwing 


a 454 Chev in an Aussie made and designed 
bike, which you would have seen in one of 
my earlier columns. That bike is a beast! 

The thing about the F6B is that yes 
it is a big bike. I’d say without looking 
at the specs probably about the same 
weight as an Ultra, but this thing is as 
deft as a Spada. This is probably because 
this is the only bike I’ve ever ridden that 
doesn’t have a gyroscopic effect to it. Get 
a pushbike wheel, hold the axel between 
your two hands, get someone to spin it 
and then move your hands around a bit... 
you’ll see it demonstrated there. This 
bike is so stable, particularly in traffic... 
jump on the rear brake and I swear you 
can almost balance it at the lights, and 
when the opportunity arises you can 
do some judicious lane sharing, pull the 
mirrors in and it’s almost the same width 
as a Spada. Almost... 

Honda has even included an electric 
reverse gear for those that haven’t been 
doing their squats, but I used it more for 
novelty than anything. Although the most 
amazing thing about the F6B would have 
to be the price which is only $25,400 not 
including on roads. I thought that was in 
American dollars when I first read it, but 
alas it’s good old Aussie dosh right there. 
You could even buy one with your mate 
and ride around like you’re on CHiPs. 

My only complaint was the screen, the 
buffeting at anything above 60 is very 
annoying and it’s worse with a full face 
than an open face. Having said that, it’s a 
small problem for such a great bike if you 
ask me... 

All I want to know is did I look as good 
as the F6B when I turned 40? ■ 
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Australia's best "Bike Lifters" 



The Cruiser Lifter $299 

As used by Harley deafer^ 
r lde.i for servicing $rdt i Hi ng 
p- Foot operatc J nydraulic pump 
i- Heavy duty - lifts up to SOOkg 
-- Lifrsbiketo 420mm high 


The Air Lifter $1299 

^ Perfect for home or workshop 
- Air operated 
Easily lifts over SOOkg 
p- Includes: Front berKhottensbn 
Front wheel tlamp 
Service Jack 


The Bike Lifter $799 

- Perfect for home or workshop 

- Foot operated hydraolir pump 
Easily lifts 500kg 

front wheel :1 amp 

- flemovable rear wheel panel 





See our website for our full range of lifters and other 
accessories including the Service Jack (right) 
and Front Wheel Chock {far right]. 

Prices include GST. Freight e^tra. 

www.waranaitnportsxom 

Ph: 1 300 76 S5 39 « e: info^waransimports. 


com 





KALPAGE & CO 

SOLICITORS 


DON’T GIVE UPwiTHOIITAHBIIT 


I am a keen motorcyclist who 
enjoys o good ride with friends 
and fellow enthusiasts. 

I understand what it is like to be 
a rider and some of the problems 
faced, you can talk to me. 




•Traffic Matters 
• License Suspensions & 
Disquaiifications 
•Drink Driving Matters 
•Criminai Law 
• Empioyment Law 


CHRIS KALPAGE PH: (02) 9230 0448 MOB: 041 8 21 1 074 EMAIL: kalpage@aol.eom 
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FIRSTTIME RIDER 


Dear Two Wheels - It was a few 
months ago that I went for my first 
ever motorcycle ride as a pillion 
passenger and thoroughly enjoyed it. 

I had always admired the way that 
motorcycles and their riders looked to 
be free and now have a much better 
appreciation of what they experience 
each time they go for a ride. So with 
that in mind, I went and acquired my 
Learner licence and am now the proud 
owner of a H-D Street 500. 1 am in 
my early 40s and my only regret is 
waiting this long to experience what 
motorcycles have to offer. It can get a 
little dangerous out there sometimes, 
and I never try to keep up with my 
friends who have all been riding much 
longer than me, although I am getting 
better each day... 

Trish, Ambarvale NSW 
(Well done Trish, it’s great to hear 
of another happy budding new 
motorcyclist. And I couldn’t agree 
more with you in that it’s not a good 
idea to ride out of your comfort 
zone trying to keep up with more 
experienced riders. Keep at it, and 
you’ll be ripping around them on the 
corners in no time. And considering 
you’re new to the fraternity and 
could probably do with a great 
quality motorcycle jacket, you’ve 
won a great Go Go Gear woman’s 
jacket thanks to Scooteria. -TW) 



LETTER OF /-v 

THE MONTH - 

Thanks to Scooteria, we’ve got a great woman’s GoGo 
Gear leather jacket to giveaway each issue for the letter 
of the month. Scooteria is the only stockist to sell GoGo 
Gear leather jackets for women and have a wide range 
available at www.scooteria.com.au 


RACK ON THE ROAD! 


Hello Miles - 1 was just hoping to get a 
little advice. I’m just about to get back into 
motorcycling after a 15 year break due to 
family commitments and was wondering 
what you would recommend for a bike that 
will be used occasionally as a commuter 
but also on weekends to enjoy a ride in the 
country. I’m not into the race-replicas but 
I do like the retro look. Can you offer me 
any ideas? 

Greg -Port Macquarie NSW 

(Hi Greg, There are many different retro 
bikes out there for you to choose from and 
all of which have good useable horsepower 
and torque. I won’t recommend one bike 
over another as while they may suit me 
and my build it may not be the same for 
you. Maybe narrow down what you’re 
after and drop into your nearest dealership. 
However once you’ve made your decision, 
do yourself a favour and maybe enrol 
in a riding course to brush up on your 
skills. ..a lot has changed on the roads in 
15 years. -MR) 


GO PROS. 


Two Wheels - 1 regularly ride my 
motorcycle with friends and we often use a 
Go Pro to document our rides, but recently 
we were told that the police can impound 
our footage to use against us in court. Is this 
true? After all this is our footage and not 
theirs. Can you please help me clear this up? 

Charlie, Rutherglen Vic 
(There’s no doubt Charlie that this has 
been happening more often, and from all 
accounts it does seem that the police are 
in their legal right to use the footage. If 
you do take the odd risk, maybe it’s best 
to leave the camera at home. . . - TW) 



CUSTOM DIKE? 


G’day Miles - 1 was drawn to the cover of 
your April Issue with what I thought was a 
customised bike. I was amazed to find out 
that this was actually a production motorcycle 
(admittedly small volume and expensive). 

This motorcycle is radical looking and 
reminds me a little of the Britten racers of the 
early 90s. I was lucky enough to see them at 
the Bathurst races when they returned to the 
mountain in ‘93 or ‘94. The sound of them in 
full song was just glorious and to see a team 
like that take on the big budget teams (well 
bigger than his anyway) and come away 
a winner was great. Thanks for bringing 
back some memories, just like your section 
‘Memory Lane’ does every month. 

Peter- Beenleigh QLD 
(The bike you refer to is the Ariel Ace, 
which have just gone into production for 
2016. As you mentioned, they may well 
have a hefty price tag, but it seems worth 
the cost if you ask me. -MR) 


LONGTIME READER 


Editor - As a reader and subscriber to 
Two Wheels since about ‘77, 1 just have to 
comment on how good Jonesy’s column is! 
Especially July’s edition as I can relate to 
most of his top ten of ‘what can happen to 
you’ on a bike. Please try and keep Jonesy in 
your mag, Mr. Smith would be proud! 

FOS 

(I do have to say that most of Jonesy’s 
points were relatable, and I’m sure most of 
the readers can attest to that! - TW) 



SOMETHING TO SAY? 

Chain Mail, Iwheels, 2 Stanley 
Street, Silverwater, NSW 2128 
or email info@twowheels.com. 

au Letters may he edited by 
the editor and will he discarded 
without a full return address. 


Motorcycle Insurance Specialists 


V. 


Made possible by 
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PRECISION SHIMS AUSTRALIA 


A Manufacture of shims for the adjustment 
of Inlet & exhaust valve clearances. 
RANGE OF SIZES AVAILABLE from 7.0mm - 40.0mm diameter 


PRICED FROM $5.50 EACH INC. GST. 


Incremental steps of .Q2mm or .Q5mm available. 
Kits available including .02 & .05 increments 



PHONE OR FAX ORDERS TO: 

Precision Shims 

Tel: (03) 9723 0199 Fax: (03) 9723 2759 
Email: chris(@precisonshims. com.au 

www.precisionshims.com.au 



• RAD HARD CHROMING | 

www.radhardchroming.com.au 


Ittiei 


MOTORGYCIE FORK RECHROMING, 
SERVICING & RESTORATION. 

RHC is a one-stop-shop for motorcycle fork restoration. RHC 
can overhaul, service forks. Replacement springs. Rechrome 
rusted, worn, stone-chipped 
fork stanchions. Arrange for , 

powdercoating, polishing or 1 

decorative chroming of lower U/ 3^/ / I 

fork sliders and triple clamps. contactui^radhardchroming comju 



MOTORCYCLE SHOCKY REPAIRS 

Specialising ONLY in REPAIRING 
MOTORCYCLE SHOCKS 

* 95 *% of all motorcycle shocks are rebuildable, sealed units or not. 
*Our guaranteed quality workmanship and parts are recognized 
by 400 motorcycle dealers Australia wide. 

Rhone: 07 3BB2 Ga93 

Email: radshockrepairs@hotmail.com 
Unit 103/c 49 Station Road Yeerongpilly 4105 
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N o visit to Mount Panorama is complete without a stop at the 

National Motor Racing Museum, right beside the track at Murray’s 
Corner. Inside you’ll find a constantly-changing array of vehicles that have 
made their mark on not only Mount Panorama, but Australian motorsport in general."^^ 

The main hall is packed with not just touring cars, but open- wheelers, motorcycles and all sorts ^ 
of fascinating memorabilia - trophies, driving suits, leathers, helmets, posters and photographs: 
Take a break in the 40-seat theatrette and watch the videos covering the glorious history 
of racing on Mount Panorama since 1938, and the just-released version on the history of 
motorcycle racing at the track. 

Enjoy a coffee and check out the museum shop. It’s packed with official team merchandise, 
books, video and collectables. Naturally, any visit to Mount Panorama is not complete without a 
spin around the famous circuit itself - just remember to obey the 60 km/h speed limit! Bathurst 
is just two and a half hour’s drive from Sydney, so there’s no need to wait until the next race 
meeting - make it a memorable day trip any time. The whole family will love the experience. 





IVIOUNT PANOFIAMA 

motor Rj^C^NQ circuit 


IOpE^I^MlQN>V^C^MOTOR^RA"ei NG^l!JSEUJW < 
to 4: 30_P M DAILYrMl||HH|j|j 

Murrays t^oRNER 

Mount Panorama, Bathurst NSW 2795 
|PhO.,e (0 2) 6332 1872 (02) 6332 3349 

^iRwWW. NMRM .COM . AU 






Your Motorcycle Insurance Specialists 
now offering fortnightly and monthly 
payments at no extra cost; and remember 

We’ll Beat Any Price - Guaranteed* 




Normal acceptance criteria applies. *PRICE GUARANTEE CONDITIONS: We guarantee to beat our competitors price on motorcycle insurance policies excluding our Platinum Cover. 
The guarantee also applies to existing QBE motorcycle insurance polices that are on renewal. Price guarantee is based on our standard price compared to competitors for policies with a 
comparable list of insured events. Offer valid for the first 12 months of insurance, after this premium will be charged at the competitive QBE standard rate. We only guarantee to beat the price of 
APRA authorised insurers who hold an ASFL issued by ASIC. Guarantee does not apply to any free offers of insurance. Insurance is issued by QBE (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035. 
To decide if a policy is right for you please carefully read the Product Disclosure Statement which is available at www.qbe.com.au or by phoning us on 1800 24 34 64. 
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